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In Search for the Hidden Poetic Territory of Hong Kong
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CHAN Chi Tak
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Translated by

NG Richard Wing To

Abstract

The 1950s were an era of change, transition and dispersion. How did Hong Kong poets find their
own literary purity in the amidst of the fluidity of such a transitional period? This article is part of
the introduction to the book, Compendium of Hong Kong Literature 1950-1969: Modern Poetry I,
which attempts to outline the historical contours and point out important features, including the
inevitable factors of the Cold War, the legacy of May Fourth literature, the inheritance and
expansion of new poetic forms, and the construction of poetic ideas themselves. The poetic concept
itself was constructed. In four chapters, “Flowing in the Time of Transition,” “The Hidden Poetic
Space,” “The Spirit of the Times in the 1950s,” and “Selected Poems and Historical Consciousness,”
this article discusses the various aspects of Hong Kong poetry in the 1950s in a time of transition,
and considers how Hong Kong’s new poetry evolved from the legacy of May Fourth Movement into
its own voice.

Keywords: Compendium of Hong Kong Literature, Modern Hong Kong Poetry, The
Legacy of May Fourth
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