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sHF 4H27H (K) 16 : 50~

n¥R#H Ala Uddin (Professor, Dept. of Anthropology, University of Chittagong)

n%R Y A )V “Tales of Survival and Language: Exploring the Impact of Language Barriers on
the Lives of Rohingyas and the Role of Language Services in Mitigating the Crisis.”

s E Beginning in the late 1970s, the Rohingya crisis has resulted in the forcible displacement
of more than one million Rohingya refugees from Myanmar to Bangladesh. With an unprecedented
exodus of approximately 750,000 people, nearly one million Rohingya refugees have been living
in overcrowded and under-resourced camps in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh, since late 2017. The
majority of Rohingya refugees do not speak Bengali (though similar to the Chittagong/Cox's Bazar
dialect, Chittagonian), the official language of Bangladesh, and have a limited ability to speak
English. This is one of the greatest obstacles they face. The refugee's access to fundamental services,
healthcare, education, and information is significantly impacted by the language barrier. It is
undeniable that the similarity between the Rohingya language and the languages spoken by the
host communities has made it much easier for Rohingyas to find shelter, provide aid, and interact.
If there was no linguistic similarity with the locals, it would have been even more challenging to
support these uneducated refugees (who spoke neither English nor any other common language).
Nonetheless, the main focus of the piece is the multifaceted depiction of linguistic limitations
associated with the Rohingya crisis.
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