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A Stylistical Study of the Criticism
on Kobayashi Hideo’s Work (I):

On Nakano Shigeharu’s “The Leap-Year Day”
and
Sakaguchi Ango’s “The Literature of the Guru”

Tatsuki SAKATA

The purpose of this study is to clarify the nature of Kobayashi Hideo’s style of
criticism. Nakano Shigeharu’s “Uru nigatsu niju-ku nichi (The Leap-Year Day)”,
(the 11" year of Showa, 1936) and Sakaguchi Ango’s “Kyoso no bungaku (The
Literature of the Guru)”, (the 22™ year of Showa, 1947), two critical works on
Kobayashi, are examined by a stylistical approach.

I found that Nakano’s criticism of Kobayashi’s earlier style of writing as ‘il-
logical or anti-logical’ was, in fact, a tuming point in the development of
Kobayashi’s later style. After Nakano’s criticism, Kobayashi came to place more
emphasis on convincing readers and less on being logical, with the hope of real-
izing his ‘creative criticism’. He turned to a style in which he directly expressed
what he had faith in.

What Kobayashi meant by the term ‘creative criticism’ is criticism as creative
art which takes the form of a poem.

Sakaguchi’s work supports the idea that Kobayashi’s ‘creative criticism’ meant
a direct rendering of the writer’s faith and therefore confirms its power. This study
reveals the elaborate nature of Kobayashi’s style and also other significant char-
acteristics, including a number of psychological expressions which employ the
rhetoric of comparison and contrast.





