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A Study on Oral Reading in Acquiring Japanese as a
Second Language: A Comparison with Oral Reading in
Japanese Language Education for Native Children

Zhu JIN

Oral reading is a common practice in Japanese elementary school education,
where its value has been recognized as a precursor to developing deeper
reading skills. However, discussions regarding the effectiveness of oral reading
in the context of learning Japanese as a foreign language are limited, and its
role remains less defined. This paper aims to explore the commonalities and
differences in oral reading between Japanese elementary school children and
beginner to intermediate Japanese language learners. Firstly, we examine the
position of oral reading in the Japanese elementary school curriculum based
on the Elementary school curriculum guidelines (MEXT, 2008), summarizing
the learning content and roles of oral reading in each grade. Secondly, drawing
on previous research, we discuss the roles of oral reading for both elementary
school children and language learners. The results reveal four key points:

1) Japanese elementary school children and Japanese language learners have
different learning objectives for oral reading.

2) The materials and content used for oral reading differ between Japanese
elementary school children and Japanese language learners.

3) Japanese elementary school children and Japanese language learners exhibit
differences in their acquisition of spoken Japanese during oral reading.

4) The role of oral reading in text comprehension differs between Japanese
elementary school children and Japanese language learners.

These findings shed light on the distinctive aspects of oral reading in the two
contexts, contributing to a better understanding of its role in Japanese language
education.





