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A Study of the Sentence-Final Particles
‘Ho’ And ‘So’ in Nagato Dialect

NAKATA Hitoshi

The previous literature characterizes, as analogous to ‘no(da)’ in the standard
Japanese, the form ‘ho’ at the end of sentences in the Nagato dialect. However,
alongside ‘ho,’ the form ‘so’ shows up in the dialectal discourse database. This
paper illustrates that the use of these sentence-final particles is not arbitrary or
subjective but follows a systematic pattern. The sentence-ending ‘ho’ primarily
serves for explanations with ‘attention-grabbing’ and ‘emotional expression.’
Conversely, ‘so’ is utilized for ‘situational descriptions’ and ‘supplementary
explanations.’





