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Tangut Fragments Newly Discovered at the National Library of China

Aydar MIRKAMAL and ZHANG Yongfu

Abstract : This article introduces eight blockprint fragments in the Tangut script from the National Library of China. The
fragments are mistakenly given shelf numbers with “Uighur Script 15,” because they have mingled with the other Old
Uighur documents. One of the fragments belongs to a Tangut version of the Miilasarvastivada Bhiksuni Vinaya, a
unique text among thus far known Tangut Buddhist scriptures: its backside was reused for a Tibetan Buddhist prayer.
The other seven fragments all come from Volume 42 of the Mahavaipulya Buddhavatamsaka Sitra of the same version
as the Lingwu R i edition, printed in Hangzhou during the Yuan period. Although the provenance of these fragments
cannot be fully elucidated, they were most probably discovered at the Dunhuang caves and brought to Beijing together
with other Old Uighur fragments.





