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On Traditional Vocabulary and Accents of the Kagawa Dialect
-Results from a Survey of Young Kagawa Dialect Speakers-

TODOROKI Yasuko

A survey was conducted on the use of traditional vocabulary and accents in the
Kagawa dialect among university students who grew up in Kagawa. The extent to which
respondents in their twenties retained traditional dialect vocabulary and accent was
analyzed and discussed. The survey also asked respondents to answer questions about
their parents' hometowns and their awareness of dialects.

It is said that young people tend to use standard Japanese, and in this survey as
well, the traditional “low high falling pattern” was not observed for the accents of the 5th
group of two-syllable nouns (i. e., “ame” <rain>, “saru” <monkey> ), but the same “high
low pattern” as the standard Japanese. However, for some nouns in the third group such
as “tera” <temple> or “hana” <flower>, the HH pattern, which is the traditional accent of
Kagawa, was also observed.

Additionally, some respondents answered that they use some traditional words and
phrases such as “Nan shon?”<How are you?> and “kosobai” <ticklish> in their everyday
life. In this survey, it was found that the birthplace of one’s parents and whether one
was raised in Kagawa prefecture had an influence on the retention of traditional dialect
vocabulary and accents, rather than the awareness that one “likes dialects” or “often uses

dialects.”






