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The Trend of Black Wedding Attire in the Taisho and Early
Showa Era: Focusing on the Involvement with Department Stores

LIU Lingfang

Until now, it has been said that traditional Japanese wedding attire is the 'shiro-
muku'. However, when and why did Japanese black formal wedding garments become the
most popular during the Taisho and early Showa periods in Japan? What led prominent
kimono department stores, which were at the forefront of Japanese fashion at the time, to
prefer black formal wedding garments?

This paper aims to uncover the reality of the popularity of Japanese black formal
wedding garments from the Taisho era to the early Showa era and examine the process by
which black formal wedding garments became a fashion trend. Additionally, it explores
the involvement of kimono department stores in the popularity of black formal wedding
garments during this period.

Through the analysis, the popularity and evolution of Japanese black formal wedding
garments wear during the Taisho to early Showa periods have come to light. Specifically,
the hosting of bridal attire exhibitions gave rise to a desire for novelty distinct from
tradition. Within this context, black formal wedding garments garnered attention and
became a focal point in the advertising efforts of kimono department stores.

In general, it became evident that the desire for 'novelty' and 'contemporary taste,'
seeking innovation in traditional wedding attire, was predominantly concentrated in the
late 1920s. On the other hand, information about black formal wedding garments in the
early 20th century, as seen in magazines, newspapers, advertisements, and photographs,
primarily focuses on the late 1920s to the 1930s. As demand for black formal wedding
garments increased from the 1920s onward, a trend emerged for a 'modern’' style,

emphasizing elements that were both modern and fashionable.



