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The Educational Thought of Fukuzawa Yukichi
and Muhammad Abduh

Hassan HARB

In this research, I examine the educational thought, in particular the separation
of education from politics, of Fukuzawa Yukichi (1835-1901) and Muhammad
Abduh(1849-1905). Through this examination, I will discuss the economical,
educational, and political differences between Fukuzawa and Abduh and their
opinions concerning the separation of education from politics. Fukuzawa was
economically independent because he wrote and sold books, and administered
his own school. In contrast, Abduh was not as financially independent because
the low literacy rate of Egyptians made it impossible to sell books. He depended
solely on government salary as income. Concerning the administrative and finan-
cial policy of the school, Fukuzawa was strongly influenced by Western thought.
Thereby, his thought can be seen as systematic and pragmatic. On the other hand,
although Abduh had study experience in Europe, he seems not to have adapted
the modern economic system. He continued to rely on the economical system pe-
culiar to Islam, such as charity. Educationally, in Fukuzawa’s case, the traditional
Confucian education was tied to feudalism, and his own harsh experience. On the
contrary, Abduh was interested in Islamic philosophy at an early age, and even
in education he acted as a scholar of religion. The political difference between
Fukuzawa and Abduh originated from the distinction of the political and social
system between Japan and Egypt. In Japan, the low-ranking samurai, including
Fukuzawa, had a deep dissatisfaction with the Shogunate system. Then, with the
collapse of the Shogunate and the Meiji Restoration, Fukuzawa supported the new
government. However, in 1881 when the educational policy of the government
changed into Confucianism, Fukuzawa recommended the separation of education
from politics. On the other hand, Islam virtually touches upon all aspects of hu-
man existence. Therefore, as Abduh was an Islamic scholar, it was natural for him
not to demand the separation of education from politics. Finally, we can say that
Fukuzawa’s thought of separation of education from politics accommodates the
changes in the modern world and the trend of the times. On the contrary, Abduh
did not modify his ideas toward the same problem in spite of the circumstances
and changes occurring in the trend of the modern world.






