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The Publicities and Civic Activities in the Recovery Term from
the Disasters
: For the Analysis of the Civic Forum for Reconstructing Chuetsu.

Yoshihiro Sexi

This article focuses on what publicities will emerge in the recovery term from the disasters.
At first, in order to examine the theme, we discuss the contemporary conditions of publicities
in Japan. When the publicities are considered as the relationship between the private and the
public, we can find three aspects of publicities in Japan; official, common, and open.

The publicity that is based on "open" is the most suitable for the recovering societies from
disasters, because "open" means the private choices are open, and the private interesting is
equal to the public one. So, under the recovery condition, participations of the victims are the
most desirable.

On Oct. 23rd, a series of big earthquakes hit at Chuetsu area, Niigata Prefecture, Japan. Now
many victims strugglng by themselves with the reconstruction from the earthquakes. But, victims
cannot do are things. So, the Civic Forum for Reconstructing Chuetsu was established by civic
activities organizations including NPOs in Niigata, in order to support the victims.

We think of the Forum as the agent of establishing the new publicity, because the Forum
can have the relationship with the victims who want to reconstruct their own life. Though there
are some points which we must examine in terms of the Forum, we think it is possible for the

Forum to promote the autonomy of the victims by supporting their reconstruction activities.





