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Table 1 (Werry, 1996 )

<Keels> boooooooo

<ariadnne> k e e | s ! you in and out today?

<bubi> keels, don't scare mel!!!

<Keels> you mean youre

<Shaquille> ariadnne-what the hell is your problem?
<Alvin> bubi: What does your friend want to do in
Australia... work

<Alvin> Shaquile: You're the problem,

<Ariadnne> shaq: | have no problem..you were the
“asshole”

<bubi> al, he wants to live and work, i guess...

<Alvin> bubi: depends what sort of qualifications,
experience, intentions, area

<Alin>GRRR
<Keels> has anybody seen a pomme called daco?
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Table 4 Figure 3
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Table 3
1
12/12 12:00-13:00 16 157 981 1247
12/20 12:00-13:00 11 234 2127 2994
12/25 12:00-13:00 8 138 1725 1167
12/26 12:00-13:00 12 269 2242 1825
1/10 12:00-13:00 13 264 2031 1498
Total Average 12.00 21240 1821 1746
12/18 23.00-24.00 16 281 1756 2349
12/25 23.00-24:00 17 301 1771 26.89
12/26 23.00-24:00 26 471 1812 1177
7 23.00-24:00 17 210 1235 26.60
1/8 23.00-24:00 19 204 10.74 1531
Total Average 19.00 29340 1529 2081
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An exploratory study of “"chat" communication on the Internet

Asako MIURA (Graduate School of Human Sciences, Osaka University)
Kazumitsu SHINOHARA (Graduate School of Human Sciences, Osaka University)

'Chat' is a form of computer-mediated communication (CMC) characterized by near-simultaneous exchanges of
text messages. This exploratory study describes the process of chat communication and clarifies the manner in
which people participate in chats. We recorded chats that transpired in a commercial chat service during ten
observation periods. We then calculated changes in the number of chat messages from one period to the next,
classified chat messages into four categories, and performed a cluster analysis according to this categorization. Our
analysis revealed that there were several characteristic styles of chat participation, with implications for further

empirical study.

Keywords: computer-mediated communication, chat, moving average, styles of participation
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