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Measurement and Applications of Pressure Distribution on Ship Hull Surface in Seakeeping
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It is demanded to improve the accuracy of pressure estimation by numerical schemes used in the ship
propulsion field and seakeeping field because they are expected to help design rational ships with low
construction costs, enough safety, and high propulsion efficiency. The information on pressures acting on
the hull in actual service is also important for rational ship designs. In that case, the pressure distribution
must be predicted from the pressure data measured at some points because the multiple measurement on an actual
ship is not realistic from the viewpoints of cost and management. For the improvement of numerical schemes
reliable data of measured pressure distribution is essential, which is used for the comparison with estimated
values. However, those data in waves had not been obtained because of some reasons for measurement devices
such as the size. In recent years, it was proposed to measure pressure distribution on the ship hull with
Fiber Bragg Grating pressure sensors (FBG) in towing tank tests for aiming at the validation and improvement
of numerical schemes. Whereas the validity of the measured pressure data has not been investigated in detail

Therefore, it was investigated whether the pressure distribution measured by FBG pressure sensors was
reliable data for the validation and improvement of simulation schemes. Furthermore, to reproduce the pressure
acting on an actual ship hull, the reproduction method with convolution integral was attempted. In this
dissertation, the head wave condition was assumed, and the unsteady pressure distribution was predicted using
time series data measured at one point. This would be the basic study to expand to the multidirectional waves
in which some measurement points would be used

In Chapter 1, the background, contents, and objectives of this study were described

In Chapter 2, a formulation of the Rankine panel method was explained. The estimated values were used for
reference values of measured data in Chapter 5 and for reproducing pressure distribution in Chapter 6

In Chapter 3, the used devices, experiment for the investigation of temperature interference of the latest
FBG pressure sensors, and the measurement of pressure in regular and irregular waves were explained

In Chapter 4, the temperature interference of the FBG pressure sensor version 7 (ver. 7) was investigated
While the FBG pressure sensor in older versions was influenced by the temperature, ver. 7 showed improvement
regarding temperature interference because of increasing the rigidity of the sensor ring frame and installing
a stainless—steel sheet to the diaphragm.

In Chapter 5, the usefulness of pressure data measured by FBG pressure sensors was discussed through the
comparison with conventional strain—type pressure sensors. Furthermore, the pressures were validated by
integrating measured pressure and by comparing the forces with directly measured ones. These investigations
concluded that measured unsteady pressures were valid data for the simulation schemes. However, steady
pressures showed the gap between the outputs of FBG pressure sensors and strain—type pressure sensors because
disturbed flow by numerous attached sensors would strongly influence the steady pressure. In addition, the
dominant hull surface for added resistance was also visualized using the obtained pressure distribution through
the investigation.

In Chapter 6, the time series of pressure distribution was reproduced through convolution integral using
measured pressure data at one point. The reproduced pressure distribution was compared with directly measured
pressure distribution and showed generally good agreement. The impulse response function has non—causality,
so it is not appropriate for real-time prediction, but it could be applied to the on—board monitoring data
analysis.

Chapter 7 summarized this study.
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