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“Dialogue” in education and its present-day problems
Mamoru INOUE

Today we emphasize the need of dialogue and discussion in education, which
corresponds the growing difficulty and lack of them. One of the main reasons of this
difficulty is that our ordinary concept about educational relationship isn’t suited to today’s
educational situations. In this meaning we must persuit the possibilities and the ways
of dialogue in post-modern education.

It is true that many classical pedagogists attached great importance to the mutual
kommunication between aduluts and children. But they were often sure of the universal
nature of human being_——for example, human being as a reasonable creature in
Enlightenment——and therefor believed that everyone could perfectly understand each
other. Many post-modern thinkers say that such a way of thinking will supress many
differences among individual persons and especially between adult and child. If we
appreciate this fact, we must think about the problem of dialogue in other way.

As one possible model we propose the educational relationship which is formed through
the medium of “text”. Textbooks in education are apt to be thought as fixed imformation
that should be learned and memorized anyway, while many text theories——hermeneutics,
reader-respons theory and post-strukturalistic semiotics etc.——suggest that written texts
are opened to new interpretations and to various changes in its meanings. So we can
suppose a eductional relationship in which teachers and students take part in a new
interpretation or production of textbook.

On the basis of many text theories and curriculum theories, we must study this problem

more closely.



