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Abstract of Thesis

This research explores Emperor Hirohito's multifaceted role in shaping postwar US-Japan relations
(1945-1975), emphasizing the ways in which his symbolic position, actions, and interactions with key political
figures in both Japan and the US, influenced the evolving relationship between the two nations. The role of the
emperor in postwar US-Japan relations was variable in principle and ultimately depended on several factors such
as the domestic and international context, the political atmosphere between American and Japanese
policy-makers, the role of the Imperial Institution in Japanese society, as well as on the personal relations of the
monarch with the key policy actors on both countries.

In that sense, Hirohito played a pivotal role in establishing a post-WWII military alliance with the US, finally
resulting in the 1951 Security Treaty. The influence of the emperor was crucial in overcoming the internal
constraints within the Japanese side and in communicating his own willingness to commit to the treaty demands
to the American side. Alongside with John F. Dulles and Yoshida Shigeru, Hirohito was also a relevant architect
of the US-Japan military alliance, although his role has been somehow overlooked by the academia on US-Japan
relations. The emperor’s involvement in the treaty negotiations meant that ultimately the Imperial Institution
also became entangled with the military alliance in a sort of symbiotic relation: on one hand, the support of the
emperor for the Security Treaty transformed the bilateral security arrangements into a matter of State which was
more likely to resist the contingent change in Japanese politics; and on the other, the US military presence in
Japan was the ultimate guarantee for the exoneration of Hirohito from any type of war trial and the survival of
the Imperial Household in the postwar period vis-a-vis a foreign invasion and/or a communist uprising.

Moreover, the monarch strove to keep the alliance afloat amidst the ebbs and flows of Japanese politics and had
a more or less relevant role in several of the main highlights of US-Japan post-occupation relations such as the
creation of Japan Self Defense Forces (1954), the normalization of relations between Japan and the Soviet Union
(1955-1956), US President Eisenhower’s (cancelled) trip to Japan (1960), the negotiations for the return of
Okinawa (1969), the aftermath of the “Nixon Shocks” (1971), the establishment of relations between Japan and
the People’s Republic of China (1972), Japan’s ratification of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (1974-1976) and the Imperial visit to the US (1975).

In that regard, during the post-occupation period, Hirohito generally intervened in the making of US-Japan
relations at times that had two characteristics in common: 1) the emperor perceived there was an ongoing
bilateral crisis with the US which could eventually damage the military alliance; and 2) the monarch was
displeased with the Japanese politicians’ attitude regarding the solution of the aforementioned crisis situation. In
such cases, Hirohito felt that any progress in those scenarios could not be achieved only by the agency of Japanese
politicians, and therefore he ought to intervene in the decision-making process regarding US-Japan relations. For
this purpose, he employed a method labelled “dual diplomacy”: direct pressure on Japanese politicians on one
side, and communication with American policy-makers on the other.

Furthermore, Imperial Diplomacy, marked by Hirohito's overseas trips, emerged as a crucial aspect of his
involvement in international relations. These journeys, especially in 1971 to Europe and in 1975 to the US, were
deemed superior in political relevance and diplomatic status by both American and Japanese policy-makers. The
monarch’s meetings with American leaders, like President Nixon, proved instrumental in building and
maintaining positive relations with the United States amidst the background of ever-increasing bilateral tensions
regarding economic issues and/or third-country policies. These diplomatic engagements showcased Hirohito’s

capacity to contribute to tangible political outcomes, transcending his symbolic position.




This dissertation is divided into three chapters: the first one focuses on the occupation period and the
establishment of the US-Japan military alliance (1945-1951). The second chapter analyzes the rest of the 1950s
and Hirohito's reconversion to the Head of State of the country (1952-1960). The third chapter presents the 1960s
and part of the 1970s, a period when several important developments in US-Japan relations took place, and the

emperor's influence was at its peak (1960-1975).
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