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This dissertation focuses on utilizing multi-frequency-excitation microwave (MW) to enhance Dynamic Nuclear Polarization
(DNP) efficiency and spatial selectivity. The unique advantage of NMR spectroscopy is its capacity to elucidate the structure
and function of target molecules within complex mixtures, without the need for isolation or purification processes. However,
this application of NMR spectroscopy is not without challenges, particularly concerning signal overlap and sensitivity issues. To
mitigate these challenges, DNP, a technique commonly employed to amplify NMR signals, can be utilized. Despite its ability,
DNP only partially addresses these issues. Considering the availability of advanced frequency-agile MW sources in our
laboratory, the utilization multi-frequency-excitation MW presents a viable direction for the exploration.

Although DNP can selectively enhance the NMR signals of target molecules by specifically binding the polarizing agent to them,
the presence of background molecules in mixed samples can still produce substantial background signals, potentially interfering
with the analysis of target signals. To address this, a novel method for background signal suppression is introduced to enhance
the selectivity of DNP- NMR spectroscopy in the investigation of target molecules within complex mixtures. This approach uses
the subtraction of positively and negatively enhanced DNP spectra, resulting in a significant improvement in the contrast factor,
defined as the ratio between the intensities of the target and background signals. The efficacy of this method was experimentally
validated using a reverse-micelle system that encapsulates the target molecules alongside the polarizing agent, OX063 trityl. A
great increase in the contrast factor was observed with careful selection of the DNP build-up time. A subsequent simulation
study, based on the experimental outcomes, offers valuable insights into the methodology for selecting the optimal DNP build -
up time and the method's corresponding selectivity. Further exploration of this technique revealed its wide-ranging applicability,
extending to the study of large biomolecules and surface-modified polymers, with its effectiveness varying according to the
nuclear spin diffusion rate across different gyromagnetic ratios. This broad applicability underscores the potential of this method
to advance the field of DNP-NMR spectroscopy to study targets in complex mixtures.

To detect target molecules within mixtures, the sensitivity of the target can still be an issue even under DNP enhancement, as
the quantity of target molecules can be too low among the large number of molecules in the mixture. This necessitates a further
improvement in the DNP efficiency. | employed spin dynamic simulations to explore the potential application of multi-frequency
excitation MW to amplify DNP enhancement. The study simulates DNP enhancement frequency profiles across a variety of
scenarios. This includes a demonstration of the ineffectiveness of using frequency sweep MW to augment solid effect DNP
enhancement under Magic Angle Spinning (MAS), and a further investigation of the underlying reasons for the ineffectiveness.
And subsequent simulations revealed that in more complex scenarios involving polarizing agents, the use of multi-frequency-
excitation MW can indeed enhance DNP efficiency. For instance, scenario where the mixture contains two types of polarizing
agents with different g tensors, multi-frequency-excitation MW, serving as a complement to MAS, can improve the enhancement
of solid effect DNP. And another example, when employing Mn(Il) as the polarizing agent, the solid effect DNP matching
conditions, which are split due to isotropic hyperfine interaction, do not shift with MAS. Consequently, the irradiation of these
multiple matching conditions with multi-frequency-excitation MW can greatly increase DNP enhancement, providing the MW
power is high enough.

Overall, the research demonstrated the potential of multi-frequency-excitation DNP for both higher DNP efficiency and spatial
selectivity.




EEN
i LA OR R OEE KUY

K 4 ( Zhongliang Zhang )
() K £
*F & Bz EH OB
m & Bz KA TWIN
m & Hiz HEF TR
mOCEEMEYE | 4, 3% g
i FRIF
El (e[ e 22) R OE
= et N ;
WE S mamwrm O
RAXBEORREOER
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