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SUMMARY

Regarding The Kitano Tsunetomi Exhibition:
Research Supplemental on Osaka Artistic Circles
Setsuya HASHIDUME

KITANO Tsunetomi (1880-1947) was an Osaka artist known for his
images of beautiful women. At the end of the Meiji and into the Showa
Era, he was active as a central figure in Osaka’s artistic circles. Further,
he is notable as the only artist to herald from Osaka who would, by way of
Yokoyama Taikan's invitation, participate in the Nihon Bijutsu-in Saiké. In
establishing the art school, Hakuyosha, he took part in raising the next
generation of Japanese artists. In 2003, the first large-scale exhibition on
Kitano was held and toured throughout Japan. There were, however,
limits to the scope of this first-ever retrospective and avenues of inquiry
that were not explored. This paper is written in hopes of addressing in a
free format, two of these under-developed issues.

The first issue concerns of activities of Osaka artist circles that
would have been on the periphery of the Kitano Tsunetomi exhibition.
Research into the art of Osaka have, up until now, been sorely inadequate.
Within the history of Japanese art, the treatment of the artists of Osaka
has been only miniscule. Together with tracing and sorting through this
trend of exhibition openings, I intent to conduct an assessment of the
significance and place of the Kitano Tsunetomi exhibition.

The second matter that this paper will touch upon is the use of
sketching (dshita-e) in the production of an artwork, touching upon the
issue of process within Tsunetomi's work. In the Kitano Tsunetomi
exhibition, several newly discovered sketches of “Yodogimi” and “Ocha-
shitsu he” were put on display. In addition to this, the existence of
sketches of works displayed in the exhibition was made known. In this
paper, I intend to look to these newly discovered sketches - “Atataka”
(1915), “Kagami no mae,” two works that were conceived of as one, and
the sketches for “Suzumi” (1926) and “Hoshi” (1928) - and clarify the
manner of Tsunetomi's productive process by comparing the finished
works and sketchbook drafts.
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