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Tourism Studies and Society: East African
Tourism in Post Colonial Period

KOMURA Manabu

Recently, most of the sub-Saharan African counties are having heavy economic crisis. Many
African national governments, as well as supporting non-African governments recognize the role
of tourism in improving the current situation. Tourism can make contribution to decreasing the
unemployment problem. While it can also promote the flow of foreign currency into Africa.
However, there are not enough studies on African tourism, compared with studies on other regions.

This paper presents a review of the studies on African tourism and the historical change of its
situation. This paper aims at showing the historical and social situation of African tourism.

In doing so, I will point out two things. Firstly, regardless of the expansion and importance of
tourism, there had been only a few studies, before a general attention was drawn to ecoturism in
the 1990s. Most of the studies focused on the economic aspect, leaving social and cultural ones
out of attention. Secondly, after 1990s, the number of the studies on African ecotourism started to
increase, since Africa is a main ecotourism site. But, there are only a few studies different from
ecotourism. | suggest there is high need to carry out social and cultural studies not only on

ecotourism but also multiple tourism forms.

Key Words : Africa, tourism, society, tourism study, ecotourism
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