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Abstract

This paper explores multilingual education practices in four Japanese education settings, in which three (and
additional) languages are taught. While these schools displayed vastly diverse ways of achieving
multilingualism in their programs, these school communities always viewed and promoted multilingualism
as dynamic process. For instance, at Korea International School, both students and teachers were strongly
encouraged to fully use their linguistic repertoire for their learning and teaching in/outside the classroom. At
Meisei Gakuen, Sapporo Intercultural and Technological High School, and Kansai University, where
students with similar linguistic backgrounds learn together, their language programs were intentionally
designed to create multilingual spaces by offering third language courses and (multilingual) study-abroad
programs. Furthermore, through interdisciplinary efforts, these multilingual spaces were made to be more
dynamic, where students were able to strategically use multiple languages for learning across different
language and content areas. As we have been experiencing the multilingual turn for some time now, we
argue that allowing and designing a dynamic language learning process for any multilingual learner is key to

successful multilingual education in Japan.
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