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A Public Library Connected with an Elementary School :
A Case Study of Shoe Library in Ibaraki City

Chikato ENDO, Jun FUKUSHIMA,
Yuka TAKESHITA and Yasumasa TOMODA

This paper intends to explore, through a case study of Shoei Public Library in Ibaraki
City which is connected with an elementary school, the potentia such a public library
possesses to improve the reading environment for children as well as the ways to enable
such a library to stimulate children’s reading more effectively.

Generdly in Japan, school libraries are not playing sufficient roles because of limited
human resources, books or materials, and budgets that are provided to them. Their
contribution to children’s reading is even more insufficient. Therefore, we have conducted
a case study of Syoei Public Library.

When it was decided to construct Shoei Library at the site of an elementary school,
Ibaraki City Library officials and the school personnel raised some objections. But since
Shoei Library was actualy opened, no serious problems have been encountered.

In order to make Shoei Llibrary function more effectively to encourage children's
reading and learning, however, a number of measures need to be implemented. First,
school children should be allowed to visit the Shoei Library more freely during bresks
and after school via the breezeway between the library and the school building. As the
breezeway' doors are locked in principle currently, children can't visit the library freely
unless school personnel accompany them. Secondly, considering the importance of school
library for children’s reading and learning, at least one school staff member fulfilling the
role of school librarian should be placed either in the Shoei Library or in the school.
This would also help the first problem to be solved.

After al, we need to improve the environment of reading and learning for al the
people including children who live in the community. For this purpose, we have to
conduct more research about the function of educational and cultural complexes in order
to better understand what we need to do in order to improve the effectiveness of such

complexes.



