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The comic artist NAKAMURA Asumiko debuted in Japan in the year 2000. Her
published works defy classification into a single genre; they are not confined to shojo
manga (Japanese girls’ comics) or Boys' Love (BL), nor can they be placed in any other
category. This article discusses the representation of marriage in Nakamura's comic
works. Specifically, she often portrays romantic relationships between men and describes
such relationships as marriage. Current Japanese law does not permit homosexual
marriage, and the term “marriage” invokes thoughts of family renewal registration and
romantic love ideology. The two boys, the protagonists in these comics strive to find a way
to be together in matrimony.

First, I analyze present-day BL culture. MIZOGUCHI Akiko’s “evolved BL” refers to
“BL works that motivate present-day readers to overcome homophobia, heterosexism, and
misogyny.” Second, with reference to family registration, I compare the actual situation of
heterosexual common-law versus legal marriage, including the romantic love ideology,
with its emphasis on marriage as connecting love, sex, and reproduction. Third, I consider
criticisms of same-sex marriage as serving to reinforce gender norms and as generating
discrimination against other sexual minorities. I analyze Nakamura's Classmates series
(2008-2022) and Double Mintz (2013) as ways of practicing the rereading of “marriage.”
Lastly, I propose reading Nakamura's works with reference to the logic of Eros in Plato’s
Symposium. Many fictional works belong to BL and other genres, such as a story set in an
era when homosexual marriage is legal and same-sex human reproduction is possible
biologically or artificially. However, Nakamura’s story is set in our present-day society. The
protagonists, a homosexual couple, think over their future as a couple. They started with
the idea of “marriage,” but as it was associated with adoption, they re-evaluate the meaning

of “marriage” for themselves throughout the series and finally hold a wedding ceremony

* Analysis of Representation of “Marriage” in the Comic Work by NAKAMURA Asumiko (HIGASHIURA
Kana)
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of their own design. I conclude that the philosophy underlying Nakamura’'s works and the
way she has chosen to represent relevant social issues can provide support to overcome

homophobia, heterosexism, misogyny, and other difficulties in today’s society.
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RUEFEPECTEBREDO L) b0z HIELTwa Llbh, D )i
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BL] Offdhe LTHHE L7ze #IT (2015) (X3 — X 31ED [F¥EA—F—] 2B
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COWFEIETI b0 [BE] 1ZBWTT Y ANT 7 R AP REKOLE L7
KEDANFIZOWTOWFEUR, BZOHLKIVAIDAICEHIZATWAEESL)FLEER
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W7g sy ] 20 BRICTEMAPIEFICEOMI O R EZHEELL TV LPT, 77 ORI
ATVAL7 73213, KEEOAMICIEBEEZEE 7 v Fa¥a ) A LIFENLE =01 H - 72
PHEZOEIHHLCLE-AZ 8. AMOFRIEEREZ LT T, BRI MEI AL, FRIT4ARTD
HY. HOLIZIE) V57200822, Hiddo, Az 2o, ThABKEOAMOLETH 728
Do KON HIZIHML, TTRAD D o 22D hE o R0 EhTLEw, Hd
PHSDLEZELED, BHOOEHG L~V 0k XDk, Aoz, EwzRkosgH) oo
AWEFENT, ETVANT 7 R AERESS



P i R 11

=D o T/ EIRDBAL (++)
LW ARE /EZIfTT B A
22E M5 (A E:156) &S,
CDZHROBONLOFEZ, K
FAETRLZ [HMAE] ) —X
DIEZDOEEER L, kGO TH
DERBE. 57T KL LS N | S
(P, 2020b: 125) & Bkl Sh e Rdrd

U G 2 I ey 7 5 & — BE H % B -

<H (D) (A E:125), 2o B1 [#ELE D] EERORE
HZEFZOT [EIR-T?EIW

AMZHT? (o) NMTkoTERENS i

Lo B ALR b A5 Teee /4 . gre
EfRA DD S L A /1 Az 57 e ”
BB o720 L 20hbRE V] (F £ Y o MY
L:126) & E S ELOBBIEH S 2T T e
BoTws (K2) (FHk:128), LA L% ,fg _oalh £ 1/
Beds TRASR L XS 5] &5 o THADHR 4 &
FFALOFEAGLE S ICHOHLIET
&0 HLHUOKE B s (M3) (F
1+ :128),
ZUCTRAME] Y ) — X T vbR
TVD [H5] ZHADRIERE LTE
By A ERERBIC [0l 5] L)
FHAAETH MG HON TS, < b2 T
RMEDENLH 9 TUD[AF AT IVA] LI FALBEOLRTH S & %[k ]
YY) = ZDENRA v TN Th HEHN L ERADLHTIZOWT S, EARTLOH
BT 2 B [ R4 VT Dl 7% [Licht] ] (49K, 2008: 84) & 454 L.
BREQ BN [ BN L L4H7 ] (Fh, 2020b: 144) £ 55 X512, [ L&k
oMM THH 2 EIZbIEH L7z,

PR BV TAEOARIZOWCTHES 7B, (75 A —> 04k Tdh -
72 (o) COERENORRLEBEEZDLDTEREIZ<ITASEHDE| (T Y,
A 2013: 88) EABANSNB. SHKEE [BE] KB I0ZI0o0T, [ZFh

Sl

X2 RESPTHBESR



12 TR AETERMICE T 5 TRl KL

HEEWHROFAEL LToO AP, FIEL
CHEVDDOEREN, ZhE—DIlhrHET D
kit OERE | (438, 1972: 63) XD, 51
SHEIEIEFEOWEIZOVWTUTD X ) IZkRD,

FEA—THY. METhb, TDT
LA TH D L, BIEEFL , |
DEILY, BRRCORME o7z | N Vs
LOBBETHS I e (o) WAL | o
BEHZLEOTELZWIEIE, BLA—%
Ko, WL AL L XD LT 2 Mho
Bz, ENRsLn0bEn%E =
LEXAHob0ThHoIcbIST, K3 #EXxENDTEALEER
ILONEN & BT 1205 2 3LV

YkakER, FRIEE DIESER & 2GR0 TH S, Bt %L
ILE 5T SO0 DH—DI2 %52 EDHRDHIERDTH-T, =>HU
TREOFRLMEDHRICE > THHD b DIIER% 55, (4, 1972
65-66) (BErIIHIHEIZL D)

» a0 8 .
-

COLIBRBEOWEZIHHT L2200 LI, ZAOBLERI VEIDPTHET S E >0
3ZAROBO [LEH L] L)L) T7THb, T2, fEHIdZAOBERI VF
DA [ZoHUT ] OFFEDBEEES T 5. W3 Y HEERIO B Y O e% A
OB [HL] ZhE, ZAHAOBIIKI VA DLW LRLZAOBH (L] &
e, TLTEPYVODLZNFEOREL L, RAEMBRE D -2 L%rh s,
L% [ZOHUTF] OAMEIET, ZAOBLENVODLENHENHE L
ZANGOHREEREONAR— N EHLOIC, ZANTHEREZNS, ZLT, FOMLET
ZHROBIXLI YA [BRifEL 55 7 ] (hF,2009:169) LRT5H . 1EHTiEDS
57 FuFa) AOHFEFENLEINTWS [HE] IZBWTIL, [#2r0-0IlEAT
HRDDIE, BTHANE2F] ZElxo6nTBY) (77 by, P, 2013:43), Z
DEZIHZIZZAOBPLRI VAIAND [FERL0? ] L) it [EEb0 7
LIRICTE %, 720 ZOY—V T, PRI 1IR=VOH =502 HE)Tc3a~
2T Baa LIEAB LRI VA ORI E BBICHWERIZ [ A1 (K4)
(F1:170) LB 22HIVF0OE) 7 TIOWEEHD L >TWD (HF, 2009:



Al g 13

170) o BLAFZE% O IIRT & DX B W

THHBHET2, <@y ofpicow a1
= ¢ \__,'= |
WLy 7S . 32, L/ '
Wot] (KM,2017:72) LRTwRES T T A =
R 1Y S
2 BIRAES V- VISR D HERY \.
._.-ﬁ- L}. ll i"'\ /i

LIFEZD, T THHHED O3~ Iidibik ; % AR
FEBLTV 2, [vedesimsnn) U IR
LLTOBOWESHANTHE I LR, ;._hic;-;;;; \
COAEY L/ VI DOREATN & FH ]
b, ZAOBO [BHifELIRS )7 ]
LI I YD) T, [ A6 g
RAELZ [—212%b9] LWIBELD :
EHIRAELE. ZOERICBITLEDS
BLhoTniEEZOLNL, LHREE
PO LVEREEBRL 20800, WH
OBRERH AR T 2 FEMERIN, L) RIFEFEE LM T 5 1HR
Lo TVDBDTH D, PHOMEMICBITZ [#ils] ELE5HTT5Z LT, SHELT
TR, UV KB HEOHREZ MR L 720

+ final end

X4 EfdsmEUav

6 #&5m

BEOHAMERIB T2 [HM] ZPEoHFESRIA2HBTET20THY, L
O THERE] EFEEA v TIVIEERD SN TV, F7o [ FHFEMW] 2RINT L 87EH v
TWIZE o T, [HEMF] R [HEE] L) FREDIHIYHF Y722 E ) 55N
RS, [RIEOTAD ] ZEEL. [HilF] OPHAICEEZEL) L LTwh,
D) BBURT, BHRMELEMOEEE$ 5 BLLE, [<KE>ZHIET
BL] ® [#LJEBL] &\viofz, FET7+ET - RUEHH - IV V=—2 0k 51E
mBIES NS LE LTREL T& 72 [FkAE] ¥ ) —XTid, HEHTO [
ORIKA & BARK 2 [#545] ONERZMETTHIET [—212%5] L) FVHz
DV ENTze [HHE] L) SRICERMEEBHEM L2REODH ) H~OFRIED ) 27 73
bHILEWIADE, OIS [—HME] DD EmE [REOHAD»Z 1
Tabb [Hill] ORMAITERZBLERLD ) b T2, THME] ) —X0E
NE&H Y TVD THiW] BOEEIZ, ¥) — X8 3ME [FFEEA—F—] TRty 7
NVTHDHNVPRDESHME V) FFEOHEZHR L) BRI RA X =05, [Hi#]



14 TR AETERMICE T 5 TRl KL

EV) IR EBUIRE Y ) — X4 74 [blanc #1] TIIFHEOH S| 2 RAT 5,
FLTHESIIREICFHEOEXHRZ Lo 2 BERM R L DOTIEARL, [BLA-TA
ZATTE] 2w [BUAD] 2179 28T [##5] & L (B4, 2020b: 132), &
DENZTY=Z%BLT, FARD Y TVO [#ls] ~OE#ROBB AL, &
HIT. YU =X AfE [22EFE] (2012) CEYGLITZ5A Ay TVDIBEDO—~ANTHD
BNHESRNE MR TR [ S— P =B RATTTE / 5FETED - /i
WREPFIINTOIHAT L BEREZVL DR T/ Mo ThATTIFE /T 4H
SEAGRZERVALR RS TERWE L/ BHTLE S TEWE 3] (FPH, 2020b: 183
184) E3THWF BB A D %o VEMPNTIIFREE s (R 217k -722&T
[ CHAROBES v T VEAL % G- 2 720 REROGHT R GAEMIE [HFET + €T R8N
FRERL IV V=2 =% Wk 2 T390 252 TN b BLIGHEIT, 2015:55) Ta ) ([ 1H]
WAL U=, THRES] AL CRER - l— W% s 7 T) —CTlREWnI L &R
EKELEZOND,

ZLC [F7VvIvy] TR7IT Mo B IZTTY A7 7 2 ADGko 72K
TOANMOWER T b oz aAGmEaEH L. [HEE] 2 (8] Luoss5% L2 v
LBl %b ]l 2 AT L2 ADAMDBHIPANTNE I LG LIz [5
TNWI V)BT THERRED? | 25 [—212%5] BE, 2F0 [HiE] 3
DEERMRETHIEETHo22 813, SELTTHFARIIY ¥ FEB)» S b FHAN
NaHDTHo72,

L7255 Ty SOX) BN OMEMICBITE [HEs] Lid [HEodarz]) v
IEEOWREANE LR LTH S,

SE K

FINEMNEZ 23X ——FMEE ==y THlEL [FETRI oK) [V =
vy =W 125, 2016 4. pp.19-36.

Lot RAE [BICowT) #kth, 1972 48,

IS — [<BEREESIMME D725 Lizh hElE e @A BHOEERM] SEER,
2004 4,

B —HR - AL ERE - IOKREEN [HEMES v 7V 5 [ 3200 —H51s
b ERLEFR—LDFED 26— [MEHttaFimEl, 28 5. BMH&
F43. 2015 4F. pp.76-87.

Bt —BE 145 6 75 WS EE D BE k2 Wi ? 28— b —BERANDEZR AL
DOWT ], A E—BE - B SE T - RIS - BB U - B Z - B — R -




P i R 15

ARE#Z [0 AR — [RAKE] »5E 2 5] HER 2022 4,
pp.193-219,

EHTZ [HUE SENONTHREEES FAEESBESNICTLH0), I
WILAHE - HBHE T (2147 - A9 774 —=X%206L 2 #E RIE
18] SEHRE. 2022 4. pp.102-133.

THAK THAERERRR E2h 6K TEIATL O] EHER. 2011 4

A BIH 3G [FEAESEER] RHTIMAR, 2002a 4Fo

FANBHET EBHEFILZ a1 asv=27 20K 1] KEML 2015
= 2002b 4,

BREEY [MRAETFaILZ Y a vy T axVv=2 20NN 2] K H K
2015b = 2003 4,

PRBHET [HEHETaL 2 a W 2EBOT7 N F 22—V ] KHEHE R
2015¢ = 2004 4,

AT HSEF TIRAE] va#TeE. 2008 4R,

mRIHSET [ 703 ] #2009 4,

R B H e [RSEAE—4—] va#rt, 2010a 4F,

AT H 57 [BCSEAE—H—] W#rtt, 2010b 45,

AT H ¥ (222 5] vaHrt, 2012 4

R HET [0.B. 1] #i#rtt, 2014a ¢,

HRH3ET [0.B. 2] WEsrtt. 2014b 45,

A HSET [blanc #1] ##rt. 2020a 4

AT H 257 [blanc #2] ##HTtE. 2020b 4F.

HABIH ST Thome] WiHrt:, 2022 4,

77 b vy mEs IR ] 63k, 2013 4R

PEORE [<HKIE>% B BL~ v 7L WX TFRFALTFFEMIESE [KTFFoE].
27, WMHEZTRFELTFGES, 2012 4, pp.24-39,

YEVLA B [FPER O <S> B3 2 3L E L ], T4 > X 7 A0%E]. 21 5. 2010 4K,
pp.37-57,

WO [BL# LG R—A X7 7% 823 KHHR. 2015 4,

W [BL# b DEER] K—A X7 7254 N 250 . 2017 4,

Brake, Elizabeth. Minimizing Marriage: Marriage, Morality, and the Law (Studies in
Feminist Philosophy), Oxford University Press, Inc. 2012. (ARH#EZER [HR/D
DFEWE R E O B LERM) FEf, 2019 4E.)






