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The comic artist NAKAMURA Asumiko debuted in Japan in the year 2000. Her
published works defy classification into a single genre; they are not confined to shojo
manga (Japanese girls’ comics) or Boys' Love (BL), nor can they be placed in any other
category. This article discusses the representation of marriage in Nakamura's comic
works. Specifically, she often portrays romantic relationships between men and describes
such relationships as marriage. Current Japanese law does not permit homosexual
marriage, and the term “marriage” invokes thoughts of family renewal registration and
romantic love ideology. The two boys, the protagonists in these comics strive to find a way
to be together in matrimony.

First, I analyze present-day BL culture. MIZOGUCHI Akiko’s “evolved BL” refers to
“BL works that motivate present-day readers to overcome homophobia, heterosexism, and
misogyny.” Second, with reference to family registration, I compare the actual situation of
heterosexual common-law versus legal marriage, including the romantic love ideology,
with its emphasis on marriage as connecting love, sex, and reproduction. Third, I consider
criticisms of same-sex marriage as serving to reinforce gender norms and as generating
discrimination against other sexual minorities. I analyze Nakamura's Classmates series
(2008-2022) and Double Mintz (2013) as ways of practicing the rereading of “marriage.”
Lastly, I propose reading Nakamura's works with reference to the logic of Eros in Plato’s
Symposium. Many fictional works belong to BL and other genres, such as a story set in an
era when homosexual marriage is legal and same-sex human reproduction is possible
biologically or artificially. However, Nakamura’s story is set in our present-day society. The
protagonists, a homosexual couple, think over their future as a couple. They started with
the idea of “marriage,” but as it was associated with adoption, they re-evaluate the meaning

of “marriage” for themselves throughout the series and finally hold a wedding ceremony

* Analysis of Representation of “Marriage” in the Comic Work by NAKAMURA Asumiko (HIGASHIURA
Kana)
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of their own design. I conclude that the philosophy underlying Nakamura’'s works and the
way she has chosen to represent relevant social issues can provide support to overcome

homophobia, heterosexism, misogyny, and other difficulties in today’s society.
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D HDAFAET Do BIEDOHARIZBWT, EWLEHERZ BIEIIC [FIMH] %@IRT
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FaE#E) L) EREPEZTIONS (HE), <bZT [HEE] 2 (s &v)
SEPIHS, BHEPBC WL OSERLZVEVIHEL D ITFO, UWTFTD L)
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4 A BT H SR RSB 5 [l ] KR O5H

I A% - R, 2015) 0
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HoOBHE LTREA THEXF -0 322 BBENRGHELTwD, Uvy T4 v 7
FT A FFuX =i, [BEWEAHEDIHEZENETAHIEICL > T ML
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FPESAGEAL S N A B CTRA SN S BLIEmb S SHFIET 255 €0 X9 it
FIZBIBEMEA v TV [#ils] 24 2 I3 Bl & FEOREMEL ) %,
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FE>%HIETBLY Y 7] EML78E THCE & BLIEROSF 28 LT [
WAy TVOBBRE<KHESICTLERE L TKREREHZELL TS DO, Zhs
TEHOHRETHDLEEZSND] (I, 2012: 33) LiL7z—HT. TLb0HEL%
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CEEREELEFEARSY 2R I LR ST WD, (B, 2015: 196)

[HEE—F—] TIE (W] OFMRETHIEEE 5775 HiMi &k %% [blanc #1)
BLO [blanc #2] TIE [FHH] ONBEIZOWTREG AR PN D, KETIE
ADY THEWE] ONFIZOWTRA, ZOBIIBIT2HEEZF)BZ, “AIZEoTD
(RS ] A8 5 £ T2 BARMIZHHT LT <o

4 [#558] OFRE— [EHRE] U -X—

PRI H ST TRMAE] 22006 % % [FBRE] ) — X &#H o [home] T —
ZAOMHEICZ 2 REEBMEMTH 2, [FLDICW- L DEEZ LIS ] (A, 2008:
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72ZNE Y ) = X5 TAE [blanc #1) (2020) Tid HEEEAS R FHMEZEHN L L) EE -
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S EATG R TF T F Yy IAVRBIIOIRELT T e niES Y
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TATHALZEZHRL T OB Z R > Twd L LTy, BEBUCHEREZ 28
ANELTHALTRTANRSGN T2 L BHUHBOHZ W TENTEL L) 1Tk o721k
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2020b: 212-213) LD, HAFIE TRBSL72) L i3ELd. sk o T—#Hick - 7]
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FTTNUBEIELIHD [BETHAN] (75 b, iR, 2013:40) 25 (%] TH Y. [P4E] (FL)
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