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(MASTER enters from upstage right, followed by TAROKAJA,
who sits facing front upstage center, while the MASTER crosses
slightly downstage right.)

MASTER: I am a man from this area. These days, you
see tea gatherings held here, there and everywhere.
They have become extremely popular. Concerning
which, I will call my servant Taro Kaja and give him
instructions. (Crosses to downstage left) Taro Kaja, are you
there?

TARO KAJA.: (Crossing to upstage right) Haaa.

MASTER: (Facing TARO KAJA) There you are.

TARO KAJA: (Bowing) In your presence.

MASTER: That was quick. There is no special reason
why I have called you here, but these days you see tea
gatherings held here--- (3)

HLEKERIWERWRE [§ 5857 KRRl W [Are
you there?] VELKRU )0 ERE U <ERWE O {imik
ERiruEgbELyY e KERBISR [ {~—] [In your
presence] VHNRRVHI Q-9 DUOCREL Q" K| &
QMB350

H<LS@EMUL QO S vE Bheddi” o™ w1 LIER
Bl R4 HFER USRS RS HNNIRAI )RS S
<ELRLMH CEORWIRRILVI V-0 KR G4 ¢ WG
AUQ 0 5 LIS AHE W (v 5000

MASTER: (Stepping back) Concerning which, I have
invited everyone over tomorrow for tea. Which water
do you think would be best?

TARO KAJA: I wonder (facing front) which one would
be best?

MASTER: (Facing front) Which would be the best?

KU~ a0 " SEAEET EREIEEN Db B Ok
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MASTER; (Facing TARO KAJA) That is a fine idea. Well
then, while I realize it is a great imposition, (stepping
forward) T order you to go and draw some water.
TARO KAJA: (Bowing) Kashikomatte gozaru.
[Expresses the servant’s humility toward the master,
as in “T understand and obey.”] But as

I have things to take care of in the house, won't you
please ask Jiro Kaja to go?

H<LLRKERL ERUE 0 P RPRRP Vol
A KRN QR OV [ROH O ViR | UK
wNE” O VENBEEHCOK YV mKHEY [ROH O )
Q] VHIRU R0 VORCKRIEV ST QEEE N oM TS
XK [ RO O W)X | VMR 50017 440"
M) INFS THYHN &2 adh] TRRP R ] S0%7
W QA KTV Q21 501 )R V-9 1RO NN —
KR KH<UROWEEE B S« owT#tw b e
VKLV SOOIV HMLRT UINKORR #2” KEE
R MBUBRQ S VHL LR QU QW HE [0 R3D& |
A IR O Y 5000 I BB DS V-0" KRG KRB

Q-DHE (KAMUE O 510 QT H<L WOV 5 el
BUEKOLI0EW) R MICEH I mEHEUYYROR” BN
WRBHFRUKQ OIS VEIRLQ°

TARO KAJA: Heeeee.

MASTER: (Stepping toward TARO KAJA) Eeeeeei. (He
circles left, crosses to upstage left, faces front and sits. TARO
KAJA faces front.)

TARO W»Pu..bh (Stepping toward MASTER) Ah! (Turns to
upstage right and then faces front.) Satemo, Satemo. What a
bothersome task I have been given. Even a woman or a
child can do piddling tasks like drawing water. Yet the
master orders me around, “Taro Kaja go there. Taro
Kaja come here!” At this rate, neither my body nor my
bones will hold out much longer. Yoshi. I will go this
time, but things like this can become a bad habit. I
wonder if there is any way I can avoid going? Iyal
There is something I can do. First, this wooden bucket
I'll leave right here. (He crosses upstage, leaves kazuraoke,
returns to upstage right and faces front. Stamping) No
kanashiyal [Oh how sad] (Witk body sideways, crossing center;
back, and center again, hands over his ears) A—aita aital A—

aita aital A—aita aital [A cry of pain.]
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MASTER: (Stands and steps forward) Kore wa ikana koto.
[An expressionof consternation, as in “this will never
do” or “what is going on?"] (Crossing downstage) That's
Taro Kaja's voice. (Crossing to TARO KAJA) Yai, Tarokaja.
What's the matter?

TARO KAJA: Who is it?
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VIR I OV 2000 H<2 [Rre ) u B uesmd R |
NIRRT BN HEVOIRCKREGEE LY 30
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TARO KAJA: (Crossing center) Totte kamo! Catch and
gnaw! Totte kamo!

MASTER: (Circling letf to downstage left) Aaaaah!
Goyurusaremase. Pleasespare me. Osoroshi ya. How
horrifying.

TARO KAJA: Yai.

MASTER: (Sitting; facing upstage right, he bows deeply touching
his head tothe ground) He.
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(MASTER enters, followed by TARO KAJA. MASTER proceeds
to down stage center; and TARO KAJA upstage to his right.)
MASTER: I am a man of great means. Since this is a
peaceful and auspicious imperial reign, not only those of
the high class, but also those of the low, are blessed
with the joyous season of the New Year. As always,
following the happy precedent, a feast I shall provide.
For the guest of honor I have chosen a suehirogari as a
gift. First, that easy-going servant of mine I will call out,
and tell him to take care of this. (He begins crossing to the
wakiza.) Yat, yai, is any one there?

TARO KAJA: Yes, sir.

MASTER: Is anyone there?

TARO KAJA: (He crosses to the joza and faces the MASTER.)
Certainly, sir.

MASTER: There you are.

TARO KAJA: In your presence.
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MASTER: (#3%) First, that easy-going servant of mine
I will call out, and tell him to take care of this. (He begins

crossing to the wakiza.) Yat, yai, is any one there?
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TARO KAJA: Yes, sir.

MASTER: Is anyone there?

TARO KAJA: (He crosses to the joza and faces the MASTER.)
Certainly, sir.
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MASTER: Well then, are you ready to go now?

TARO KAJA: Whenever, as you please.

MASTER: In that case leave right now (faces front) and
come back soon.

TARO RAJA: Yes, sir.

MASTER: (Faces TARO KAJA.) Right.

TARO KAJA: (Steps back.) Certainly, sir.

MASTER: Good.

TARO KAJA: Yes, sir.

(MASTER crosses and sits near the upstage left pillar while
TARO KAJA crosses to the joza and faces front.)

TARO KAJA:|[This is an urgent errand I was given.
Without delay I should hurry.| (He crosses downstage,

beginning a counter clockwise triangular path around the stage
used to travel) In truth I have not yet seen the sights of

Miyako, the capital. Here I am luckily on my way there.
()
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TARO KAJA: (Coming forward to pick up the umbrella.)
That would meanyou don’t seem to know either. (He
returns to the joza, faces front andkneels.) In a minute it'll turn
into a suehirogari while you watch. (Opens the umbrella
slowly.) Sore, sore, sore, sore. (Proudly holding theumbrella
up in his right hand.) See, a suehirogari it has become.
(Turnsto MASTER.)

MASTER: (Turns front.) What silliness he’s jabbering.
(B5)

(TARO KAJA begins stamping out the beat in the third round
and circles counter clockwise at first pine tree. Sitting and
listening, MASTER responds to TARO KAJA'’s song and dance.
He begins swaying lap and right, then bobbing up and down, then
his hands move up and down, left and right. He stands, holding
the fan in his right hand, circles clockwise and stops at the joza.
Facing TARO KAJA, he peers through the ribs of his open fan.)

MASTER: (Unable to hold back his laughter) Uwa ha, ha, ha,
ha, ha .

cheated, so now he is trying to humor me with

.. Taro Kaja went to the capital and got

something interesting. Singing, do | hear. (He returns to
center stage, closes his fan, kneels, takes the right sleeve of his top

garment of the shoulder, then crosses upstage left, and turns to

face TARO KAJA.)
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Characters:

MAN, the main characten or shite

WOMAN, the MAN's wife; secondary character, or
koado

MOTHER-IN-LAW, WOMAN'’s elderly another;

secondary character, or koado

MAN: (He enters carrying a bag of laundry over his shoulder,

.) I, who stand here before you, am a resident of
this area. My wife is an unbelievably demanding woman
who runs me ragged. In addition, I have this mother-in-
law who is an exacting Woman who knows no equal.
Together the two of them torment me from morning
until night.I never have a chance to rest and it is
extremely exasperating. This morning again, as other
mornings, look, (indicates laundry) she gave me this
tremendous mound of laundry and ordered me to “go
out back to the river and wash the laundry.” While it is
extremely irritating, I have no choice but to go. (He picks
up the laundry and begins the counter clockwise triangular travel

pattern around the stage.) So slowly, slowly I go on my way.
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WOMAN:
way, stopping before each turn to search for MAN.) Oh yoo hoo,

dear husband, dear husband where are you keeping
yourself? Oh yoo hoo, dear husband, dear husband
where are you keeping yourself?
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MOTHER-IN-LAW (Ske turns upstage and begins her exit.)
My oh my, that man is absolutely useless. (At the first
pine tree, facing audience) There are scores of men in the
world; why it is my fate that such a feeble minded man

be my son-in-law I'll never know. (She raises one hand in

praver and continues down the bridge way.) Namu Amida

Butsu, namu Amida Butsu (Repeats until inside curtain.
MAN: (To audience) Oooh she’s terrible, just terrible. I

can take a lot of abuse, but “a man is still a man.” Even

though she talks to me like that, I can’'t say a word in
my own defense. (Bows head in thought) What can I do
about this? (Raises head and returns to the laundry, dejected.) 1
guess I have no choice. I'll begin the laundry. Gawa,
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To begin, get up with the first call of the rooster,
open the shutters, do the dusting,
water the plants in the garden
light the cooking fire and make the breakfast...
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