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Some Remarks on Complement Structures in Japanese
— With a Special Focus on "V ni iku" —

Ikuko SHOJI

The contents of complement structures in Japanese are not exactly determind
at the Japanese grammar. That is why the category of complementizer is diffi-
cult to be established from the syntactic point of view.

I argue, in this paper, the necessity of the category of complementzier and try
to pose a complementizer "ni" included in the sentence structure of "V ni iku",
which is not ever recognize as a complementizer but just as one of the particles.

In the Japanese word order, the predicate part comes last as usual. If one
utterd a series of sentence which consist of a subuject and a verb, the hearer may
surely appreciate the end of the sentence with the appearance of the verb. The
fundamental function of complementizers is to prevent the hearer from making a
wrong conjecture about the terminal point of a sentence. With coming out a
complementizer after the verb, one can know that the sentence must be contin-
ued, that is, it is not a simple sentence but a complex sentence.

The sentence structure "V ni iku" has an extensive currency in teaching
Japanese as a foreign language. The particle "ni" is usually explained as a case
marker, which always follows a nown. Although there are several particles as
case marker in Japanese, "ni" is the only one which is frequently attached to a
verb, even though the verb form is an inflected one. Regarding from this evi-
dence and some proof which Lee (1995) represents leads me to a conclusion that
"ni" is one of complementizers.





