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SUMMARY

Construction of Old Age and Parish Clergymen in Nineteenth-Century England
Ayako TOWATARI

In the history of old age in Britain, the nineteenth century has been
often described as the period when the dominance of economic liberalism
posed a challenge to the traditional right of those too old to work to
communal relief and ‘old age’ per se was not seen as a problem to be
solved by social policy. During this period, a different attitude towards old
age emerged among parish clergymen. This essay attempts to illustrate
changes in the relationships between parish clergymen and old people,
using prescriptive literature and manuscript diaries written by clergymen
between the 1820s and 1880s. It explores the process in which old people
came to be seen as a particular group in need of support against the
background of larger historical changes such as professionalisation and the
change in the Church-State relationship. It also discusses the influence of
gender in the attitudes of clergymen towards old people.

After the late 1820s, professionalisation had the effect of reinforcing a
new emphasis on the more specifically religious aspects of the clerical role.
However, the separation of the ‘Church and State’ brought about a change
in the kind of social role expected of a clergyman in the parish: he was
valued for his part in promoting social welfare, including the care of old
people. However, clergymen faced a threat to their professional status by
getting involved in this kind of work, as it became increasingly categorized
as ‘women’s work’ in the nineteenth century. As a result, some clergymen
attempted to assert masculinity, emphasizing the division of roles between
male professional attendance and female voluntary care for old people.
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