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Progressive Development of Japonism in Rix Ueno:

Focused on “fantasy” and Noh costumes

MAKITA, Hisami

The unique design career of Felice [Lizzi] Rix-Ueno (1893-1967), who traveled back and
forth between Japan and Vienna for a long period before and after the war, developing unique
designs in both countries, has been gaining increasing acclaim.

Even in the introduction through the re-evaluation of the Wiener Werkstitte in the 1980s,
her work was only treated in the context of a female designer. However, in Japan, since her first
solo exhibition in 1987, her work has gradually gained national recognition with major
retrospectives held in 2009 and 2022. And in 2018, the first academic paper about her success in
Japan was written in Vienna.

Although these previous studies shed light on the overall history of her design activities, it
seems that a more in-depth approach is needed to examine the content of individual works.

In this article, I will delve into the forming elements of her work and explore how the
“Fantasy” and “Japonism” that originated at the Wiener Werkstitte developed a new Japonism
from the perspective of Japan, the home of Japonism. These encounters and new forms of fusion
are considered worthy of special mention as examples of cross-cultural incorporation.

This paper clarifies the significance and role of Lizzi, who continued to actively travel between
Vienna and Kyoto and publish designs even after immigrating to Japan due to marriage in 1925,
while keeping her presence at the Wiener Werkstitte, from the perspective of the development of

Japonism.
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