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Between Reality and Imagination:

Interior Design with Fabric by Sinya Okayama

HASHIMOTO, Keiko

This study examines Sinya Okayamas 1975-1979 interiors using cloth. By analyzing the
1975 coffee shop Mahoroba, the 1976 coffee shop Seiburu, and the 1976 beauty salon White
House as examples, the study clarified the reasons for Okayama’s use of cloth for interior design
and presented the historical significance of Okayama’s approach to interior design. First, Okayama
used cloth in order to create an unusual space as an “object of light.” For him, cloth was a more
suitable material for mediating light than the usual materials such as acrylic panels, glass, or metal.
Second, the use of cloth for partitions, which are usually made of hard materials, and the printing
of the three-dimensional patterns of mokumen (wood wool) and perforated plywood on cloth as
two-dimensional images, showed that cloth can be used to create designs that play tricks on
people’s assumptions about things. In these ways, Okayama brilliantly pioneered the use of cloth

as a traditional material in the late 1970s to play a leading role in avant-garde experimental spaces.
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