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On Effective Strategies for Genderless Design:
Through a Ciritical Case Analysis of “Genderless Design”

MIYAKAWA, Shunsuke

This paper critically discusses existing genderless design and attempts to show effective
strategies for genderless design that contribute to gender free objectives. The paper examines a
number of cases covered by the “Genderless Design” feature in the May 2021 issue of Nikkei
Design, basing its critique on three questions: Is it really genderless design? What understanding
of the concept of genderless does it foster? and Does it contribute to gender free objectives?

Discussion identified four types of approach. The “gender intersectional concept” approach
included cases in which design elements avoided gender normative properties by incorporating
concepts other than gender, thereby achieving genderless design. The effect of shaking up the
connection between gender norms and properties that tend to lead to gender representation was

also considered, and this was shown to be an effective strategy for genderless design.





