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SUMMARY

A Corpus-Based Analysis of Some Time-Related Aspects
of Contemporary Japanese
Tadaharu TANOMURA

The past several years have seen rapid progress in the conditions
surrounding corpus-based research of the Japanese language. With respect
to available Japanese corpora, several corpora specifically designed for use
in language studies as well as several kinds of huge electronic texts with
distinctive characteristics have become publically available.

This paper reports some of the results of the authors attempts to
utilize two kinds of electronic texts in the investigation of time-related
aspects of the language. In the first half, diachronic changes in Contemporary
Japanese will be analyzed based upon the texts of Kokkai Kaigiroku, the
minutes of the National Diet of Japan, covering the period 1947-2008. It will
be shown that the Kokkai Kaigiroku data enables us to uncover hitherto
unknown recent diachronic changes of Japanese grammar and morphology.
The topics dealt with include changes in the choice between na and 7o as
the suffixes of nominal adjectives, changes in the frequency of copula ellipsis
in quotative clauses, and changes in speakers preference for some idiomatic
phrase patterns expressing possibility and ability.

In the second half of the paper, seasonal changes in the use
frequencies of a few sets of nouns and adjectives will be analyzed using
newspaper texts. We will see, among other things, that the use frequencies
of atatakai (warm) and suzusii (cool) synchronize with those of samui (cold)
and atui (hot) respectively, attesting the validity of an independent
semantic analysis of the four terms.

Keywords: corpus linguistics, Japanese grammar, diachronic change,
seasonal change in the use frequency of words



