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Bowmg
Instead of shakmg hands the Japanese bow They also express gratltude apologles,
and requests by bowing. T re different ways of bowing depending on the situa-

tion, shown by how deepl end forward.
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In a_tatami room, you move to the side of the cughlon LQ §how respect to the gther
presen t and then bow with your hands placed in front of you.
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Gifts

It is customary to bring a gift, such as a box of sweets with you when you visit
your acquaintances or those to whom vou feel some obligation. When offermg a gift,
Japanese will usually say “This is Lrlﬂ " which 31mply expresses a self-effacing atti:
tude. : :
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Meishi (Namecards) . ,
In business, people exchange namecards when they are introduced. This card is

printed with the name of the person, the company and hls/her title on it.
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Weddings } : ‘
Traditionally, marriage has been considered a_matter between families rather than

individuals, and wedding ceremonies and receptions are conducted as such under

‘the family names.
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Miai -

Matchmakers deliver photos and simple self-introductory notes to a prospectlve

man's and Woman s famlly If they are interested in each other, a miai meeting will
' be arranged Usually they are introduced at a hotel lobby or restaurant, and if they
are interested in each other they start dating.
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~ The place I like best in this world is the kitchen. No matter where it is, no matter
what kind, if it's a kitchen, if it's a place where they make food, it's fine with me.

Ideally it should be well broken in. Lots of tea towels, dry and immaculate. White
tile catching the light (ting! tingl).
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REXFEL LAVEREOHE, BLAEHIITUoo# ), XFFEHI think the
place I like best in'the world is the kitchen. 2\ LI ZNISEVWEBRTHRLTLE d, 7
A SNIZEFEE LTRFRICE G I think& i [RB8A~%55 ] LEBOEVRIIEDR
ZRETHE05. [BBVBIZAFERGHIE] LI MENERALFETL0THS, &
EEBEL T 54, [ think & @M LA v. REITHI thinkZHIKRLTh .

Tob< V] LWIBOHIR, BEEDIZHABETEIEVOT, £ OREENTE-
foo TITHR [ZRTHEDZV] [ZRTVV] OB, IV ETARARAL LM
Bbiwl, SHEIEOHAFNFSIIME L DD D ORARKLTLE S & T 5K,
BRET 2 LMD LA KD TRIP SN D, - |

[N TECEVRATHS) LHEE ) TELY, Z#ED— A, fully functional
and easy to use L FRL72A% THTREHHED [P AF48FyF V] PHEHELTLES, o2
BHLETTHROEHZDED S, REID L S ICwell broken in (L EVRATHS) 7217
TEVES Y, THEFTREEOA A=V BREEDoTRERERE, TROEXEE
REBE, AvE—VLAAT [BR] BRETHHTH 5, \ |
L TURTHHEL ] i, whbwa it e bt EEE. BEE THY. BRETEIANS
FSha, #%TE, 7 [TAALELERS] GEFETHLVI»] L) BRE EREICHK
AT 7o, HEETHEEESE (XBEICIt is drizzling. (or It drizzles) &% T Mizo EETIX,
/2 hRORDY I, BFAEMES TRUAREZERT 5 LakwoR, REE. BERFOL
R IROBUEHMLZZL T, ting! tingl ERFAL DS S0 BRI EFL LTIERL
EHThH D, ZHEDPOLRBF LN ok RIARTHL, =a—Y-F Y FA (B »
5 [Ridglisten (¥AEAKS) L) HEEMHEVzV] L) BERASHENZ, FD, glisten
EELITEIOF ) < FPROBUS) FLBRTEL LR,

BOFTTLHECEFHE ST, 725k LIFET, ,
CREBELFIL 520 TWT, A vy NOBSNESBICAS L bunHEVEI, BRICK
ViV, PELBBES XD AEREESERZBBENZULD. ZOROFEICH
@A RSB MATRUE 72 HRER,. STDOOWLEATrbsEH% EF2 L, D
AHZiZik L BB, : -




I love even incredibly dirty kitchens to distraction—vegetable droppings all over

" the floor, so dirty your slippers turn black on the bottom. Strangely; it's better if
-this kind of kitchen is large. I lean up against the silver door of a towering, giant
refrigerator stocked with enough food to get through a winter. When I raise my
eyes from the oil-spattered gas burne and the rusty kitchen knife, outside the win-
dow stars are gllttermg lonely. ‘ ' '
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Before the Tanabe family took me in, I spent every night in the kitchen. After mv -
grandmother died. I couldn't sleep. One morning at dawn I trundled out of my room
in search of comfort and found that the one place I could sleep was beside the

refrigerator.
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wherever I tried to.& % 5755 9, ZASHEDS LA [ZHTIREHATR SR TRV
SEMLV] L, [BuhSBEELY | L [Ry FARELSTEELW] 2k, BELHE
HEDTRTNEEFECHEBNES DL L) RED. WLLICELLOLES S, [HEN
Tl o0 T] 2% ) THBNCL hoZBELAEYa v 2Tl LW BEHEBALL, B
TR BWZID—XEMA S EAEY Lo b )ik, BRSSP NBLEZIATH
Bo 7205, TNTHBVHEICRY., EXELLTHRART Ro 2l LIZHENITHA ),

By BMIAPTOTAR, T2 TERIZLTOS, 22 THRBIREETTL Wizo #
*iﬁ«tﬁbﬁ\Eﬁﬁ%kﬁo%Lfﬁﬂk:kffo&%ofétwﬁo* |

My parentS‘——my name is Mikage Sakural———both died when they were voung. After -
that my grandparents brought me up. I was going into jumor high when my grand-

-father died. From then on. it was just my grandmother and me.

My parents—my name is Mikage Sakurai &9 %EFUcH¥ 2 5z, RFBEFZLZOH

THERM PN, 0D TARERZ] tvn, 35020k [ThhdbnntBH ] &k
Vo, FMEZOERCHERILWEZEZITWS, 8T, BLLRIZZOEBIIH o7 [F5
S TERICT 5] %I3E A ED&HENthey died young togetherk LCLE o0, ThE
. MZEBERZ ETRBICHBAIRE L, EWwIBRICR S, AXED [Z5 o THREIC
LCwa] i TABICEE L] Tidk <. [HEES 29 REBECEBICRAZ] v
5%‘%’(&67) Jo RBID X I IZboth died when they were young. ELTI L&’)’CBZIK Lk

BORXA Y E—IVHR—BTEDTH S, :

Fﬁﬂ&zkaok?ofé%J@ﬁﬁ%miffék%%?Jkw5“1772ﬁﬁﬁ
(] 22 hsra—2 - 7/7énfméobﬁt_@ﬂmkﬂbf %%ﬂ%ﬁ%%%b@
25 bR ML Do 7 kLTE%&%ﬁt#Bﬁéoo |

REE), BAPCH b DIEAOBRTOE YV EYHEoTWoT, HANVED S
TEWBDREE, AEEWHTLEOMICSHESOFTRT, I ZICRLATL B, AThE
S HBT, SARICH v ALBHIBET, BEFSVDRAT, BEL

¥ CTSF7, FHOEM, ' :
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.. My _family had steadily decreased one by one as the years went by, but when it
suddenly dawned on me that I was all alone, everything before my eyes seemed
false. The fact that time continued to pass in the usual way in this apartment where

I grew up. even though now I was here all alone, amgzed me. It was total science fic-

~tion. The blackness of the cosmos.
F%#K&okéwj%%ﬁbl%&?%k%LwaE%Oﬁﬂ&éﬁlﬁo

This thmg called a famlly §0meth1ng I cgr;amly once h g -has dwindled and shrunk
over the years (-——1'— -5 FA B

My family, something that is suppos gd to be always here, shrank down as time went
by. (75 VAN, Bi#f) .

1 BHORL Tk [FOTHPICHs TWARKL VI D] LEXLHEL TS, 2
EZBORLTIE. [VWob I IRETHRTORKELV) D) LERL, EXELTIEE
SHEBEVLOD, BEXDORX v b=V RAMo FRERELES . BROL Y Ko TV
Bo —F. TUORBIZOBTEHBELTLE oo XREPLTTIIR v £— VdiHHIC
EboTHh, BEC [HARLD] #ERT 2L, BALLBDZEERLDES ).

[EFhE o HET, TARICH P ALBEIBET, REFFEEAT, BEL] b
BRIV EV, $F (HFEE200LCRLEV] VI EFEHES S Lo 2
[OoDFRARIVE VIRDRENTVS] OFBELORLRIZED 25 B ORI DY
3B, MBI [BEAVOLEY CBECHokI L] FEEXTHD LBRL. SHEOR
BIEET Lo |

It is surprising for me to be alone in a room where I was not only borri and brought -
up, but spent quite a few happy years of my life. (£ ¥ FA, &)

'Ei@F%v&tﬁﬁﬁﬁ?fJ&wﬁ%ﬁu\Fﬁ@Ai@*T‘§<®$ﬁ&ﬁﬁ%ﬁr.
LtJ&m5ﬁ¥%ﬁiﬁénfwéo:nurﬂﬁjkwalb%rmﬁjuﬁwam#u
W¥¢tu HEIFPEVIEILTVEEVR), BEXZHSOPTHILL, ZhhoBHT
BEECTRIEESLZ tkiﬁ%%wfwéofﬁéoﬂ#%%&é@#@b%hé@#ﬁk
@ﬁi@ﬁ&f%b A LTdBkoftEz m M L7V,
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HAZBIVTOWRLZFREISH TRV, DT (Rl 0EERTH S,
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QEHEIZAHL. %#%+ﬁﬁ%bfmaéio
@ﬁﬁﬁ"CF‘i:ébw)trw*é T,

i%#ﬁﬁ#F?@%(Jﬁ?ébﬁﬁ&w#6®u%ﬂ¢%abf@wﬁ%ﬁaﬁﬁ?:
DEFERHEDERD L. EFRFIDIn the usual way L WIHREXZY M3 DII—F%72, 7
XD [#E] 4% ¥R Titapartment (73— FO—F) LhoTWb, GEEIREDLD
B LR LT REET2ERD VD, EITRNIA Y bER LA, [CRIIIHSEEE
DIEbhbEE, REIZZ S Tapartmentd L HBEARDLE, ‘PM!EW?}‘J: (EbB EE
ADOTLEI o u_h’c"‘"aﬁétiiﬁ’i{% L&k HPoi,

4. [RFE NG

[REANGE] & WhTFLAhZHEHHPANO-HOI5 L TH S, Vv —F 1Y XLHR
 OEBEERICIDoTIVA, F4E. HRAETHRSATV 2 REBK TR, BRICT
&TWEﬁﬁof%b‘%éikm%Aﬁwm;tﬁL‘ﬁﬁ%%éo:5Aeﬁbn<w

HARETH S, HMTHEDNZ HAR. B Td [REAE] OBREL BREBECYNE
BTHBID, MRLILVWILIOEEV, ZOZ kit BEE fﬁéﬁhfwékmO%
IR ERLTHS & —BBRTH Bo

Wid [RAAR] oFch, BARLERICHET 25 02 FATRY EF<ws, ARR
BOME Y 724D LT, FHEOBALERALTIRLTE, LBoTVAEDIRD
BB AN, Bk, BENRELEEEN, BRBEERTBIBIORESI LELTVS
6 7%, o \

REH
s s, HEEEBBEEFCHNL,

"Furoshiki reflects the nature of Japanese '

~ People who called on my father or mother when I was a little child often came;
with a gift wrapped in an all-purpose plece of cloth called fqrosbzk

Wil 2 L R TERE SR Th, MFPOEEEET 504, high-context languageTdh
Bo TLTZDREYE SN2OPAKRGESE, AARFBCEHPICER L2 T, A Uback-
ground & [k ’i’#ﬁ?‘% BADHRERZEMLTING, —F, EFEL EHNOBRLDD
: mnnk%(%ﬂ‘iﬁ?‘% low-context languagekﬁiﬁ’éh%o RhOLEETERT LS. BHE

EOLDITIZBBRICER TS L BB bl hd. TOTMEEDBRVA, o &EHHHEICHEN
5®ﬁ9%—%UXAﬂﬁtwﬁbéo%ﬁ%&%ﬁ®ﬁ%%ilb%\%ﬁ@%ﬁ%%ﬂy'
—VEERLEBRAIANVEBE L T TICWMB DN, TOTV v Y VOBRORERI,
- Vx—F Y XLOEEERE, ﬁlb%%ﬁ&&%%ﬁ%%‘kﬁ‘éo Ty —FYXLORBERY

A Vi, ?Tk 5y Y~ FIHLENT D5, %ﬂ@Wk\%h%ﬂﬁLT\@%&B



AEBELIIEVRI LR TELVDOTH D, :
FFIAL IR ORTAHLV, HAE @&wauﬁ§%fﬂabﬁﬁt%®f# KT
B L. International Herald Tribune~Asahi Shimbun WZERPBBRENHEIMITH
habni, HARFE @E&Lﬁfﬂ%%lthvf‘motwkowo%&G#EKAﬁ%
ﬁ‘%ﬂgh’@fg’&fgé‘ VWA Z dhigh-context language® LVWREB LT %, *ﬁﬂ&nﬂ’ﬂi\ '
Furoshiki reflects the nature of Japanese (REBIIHAAOREZ L {Hb. L'Cb\Zv) L
LT, XDyt AZMBLIS L P VERoTWA, -

[% | % guests, visitorsk HIRL & J & § BEERS V. 1285 ThTE THENDORE]

BOPbE SR EoTLE) e BANORELOD, FENORELOY. ThEEo & D
CRLIOBERTH B, [(BTIERL) X»BEHHMLIZAL] L LTHRTS 5,
Ercik [REBZFICHNS] LhoTwads, EFRTIR, FILTW0E FE&B%&L
S gENEOW] ThHbH, EHIC m%%&%ﬁﬂfuroshlkltﬁﬂéﬂ"Uﬁl%%ﬁc‘:ﬂﬂihé\ Ho
WLARCEDIRAA] ELTVwAED, TOLICHFROFWERTBICHHIEMR 5D E,
Jr—F ) ZLABMROBMTH D, YEENIOFELZFERI LI, HICHARLLE)

HIZAARASTVEDD. BEhOHEEEHELEES. ZELLEHRLTEAZAODI:
bDE, AN LR ALBEFIHHTSZ k@i?&#otoﬁﬁﬁﬁafkﬁf%%
0 K.tho

Expectantly, I would look at the furoshiki- -wrapped package, trying to guess from its .
§1ze and shape What the contents mlght be. If a guest carried a briefcase, there was
little chance that he or she had some candy in it for me. On the other hand, a
furoshiki- -Wrappe gr package could contain just about anything. The imagination ran .

wild.

%] #shapeXRL7=2EF TR 4 X —VA+FCHT V. ERFIOL isize and
' shapel 5 LIRIEAL Vo2 BIHEIC 4 5o WIERFEEED S, [size and shapek ¥ 5
OB E o KBNS, ZOLIECRTOFFE L] LI EROBEAL
TFELLIC] #RBT2ORES, EEFICZ, CTORREBICHLETLIRHARZ RV, £2°
T N5 XS5 TORBIC (eI, E72THR72] (The imagination ran wild) &\ —3C
BHiol. =a—Y—53 Y FA (B A, [59 ¥ 57 %..contain just about any-
thing. &9 X T#b B LD HE W, The irhagination ran wild. TRb oL FPELBEL
LW BRASHENS, XEOELEE, AvE—VOBRE, ZORAFOE,SRT, — R
EXICii e w—C4RBICML 20N EYE, LREFEILDESL I, £ L TEDOHRNIIH
HChork, RbSHEDHM LTS, S -
furoshiki-wrapped packagedZ D857 5 7 TR 2EMEbATV5, RADFIAIEDS
k., -5 75 7T, furoshikid*3 EbELN TS, LHFAZMED SV HEEOERH
LLTIE BYELIFIRREVEHIITHER LD, %bi:@zﬁt’(@k%@i@dﬁ%%%ﬁ‘% -3
L:’i)ﬂ%%%iﬁi‘é\o furo VI EVE LA ZEOMEIZR T DI, REVSBERWNICIT R
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[RR] ThorLELZOND, , ‘

(A8 ] Rbagb RLUIEED VA, 72754 F AN (BH) idsuitcase L R L 72, [bag
TiE, ZEFPOBEFARTILVORFHRATELV] LW, ZOHETHL, ER
Bld. ¥ o724 B UHEB Thriefcaset LTWADESS, =5 LCHRBIOHEMROBEEEZ
22T R 7uOREERBTIBFEIMT 2, HOLOBHOES ICEBLEE
2% (I N

BEHE VSO RASICIPb Y HL, ARBEHO LS % b OIHTLEDZZS,

K% BATABIAT 0 70

The name suggests that the cloth's origin has something to do with furo. or

~ bathing. The generally accepted theory has it thg; when going to the public baths -

became a fashlonable practice in dgys of old, people wrapped a change of clothes in
furos]ukz

EREATREDTRIL ZEZM TREBL VI PSICERARBICI 2D SHS] & IRk
B [REREVI AP LDYPLLEEY), TORKIES LHERAYEDH L] L) BRI,
HA AE@H, high-context languageDHIZES> RYBE,Y, —HEICEBRENS L) 42X
BETH, ERTPFILEVRL SRRV, HAAREENEEFE» SBEELTERL TV
DELHDTAIPIEINE, ZOES %, Since it is called furoshiki, it has to be related
with furo, the Japanese word for bathing. * BER L7245 (F VAU 7 A, &) dwvias,
HdD EZIK'C%’E’?"% I biz, BARNE @%&uﬁn'c LEozodhd L, :

hBuro TRERDEZ X bR SR VAL, LYEMPERICHHEEMR 5 &) D,
BIEEHMTEL [REH] LALV—V7Z, 22T HDNTT 57 TRY & U furoshiki% &
o722 EAEETL B, furoshikiifuro L B EXHBZ LD, FOETHREICHBCEMRS A
BhB7E, : - |

RIZThe generally accepted theory has it that...THh %, FICIZEVEDZE ML 726 :
2R TRRY ¥ —F Y XARD [HRBFZREE-TREOPEWRICE L] L EAICH
SRbDLEX LN, [REAR] OBRZEOBRTHL0H, EPHZI Vo 2OhERLS
T BONRIEY ¥ —F) AAORAL, SOBER, REEEDEOT [ wmk-ban
TWBEE] &L,

In days of oldd JE3ICiE B ve BARAL L. AREHB TS BHENS Cﬁ‘i‘ﬂio)lﬁﬁ;ﬁ% 72
TLLEELRVESIN, BROILEMLAOBVERORENFALLEI A, &
EDZLELEET ARND DD, BEADHIRE LTV L ZERTEH> TV BN,

Bic, [KR) 70 ZZ%Hicclothest MLABMENB L o720 ZEPLEDRDIDD
Lhzwd, BEXEERT 2L THANGRO T FARBHMTo i) LHEELILLTE
bo THOTLEZREICHPTEE, Lo bBVWIMEELN, Z2% [#F%Z] (a change of
clothes) & Lf’%ﬁﬂbdi%f«%bf SN, HOHDBE THRDESR] »SERLTVLHS
ROV DES 9,
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Mu;tﬂ_&wc\ %@J:L@o'czﬂﬁ%%f_o %n*c)ﬂ%%ktwbnélﬂ_&of
HLV, '

After stepping out of the b ath, they would spread the furoshiki on_the floor and sit
on it as they donned their fresh attire. The wrapping cloth apparently came to be

known as furoshiki because it served as a kind gf rug.

&Lyl i T?KE$TFEB¢%J%ﬁiﬁfwétb#\ZA—XKﬁﬁtiﬁﬁ
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B D because it served as a kind of ruglZFEILIZIXEVA, [REW] 0kl 73'('51'\7’_
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Mutsuo Tskahashi has written a haiku on furoshiki: “I take pity in/ The flexibility-
of furoshiki/ To take the form of the thing it wraps.” Furoshiki can indeed wrap
thmgs of any shape and the poet is to be commended for pointing out a fact over-
looked by most peopl Many people equate furoshiki with the deft wrapping skills
of the Japanese. But the poem also seems to present furoshiki as a symbol of obedi-

ence and pliability. Japanese, of course, are known for their readiness to adapt toA
almost anything.
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