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As values surrounding lifestyles become increasingly diverse, cosmetics development
needs to be more closely related to society than ever before. The authors conducted a
survey and research on "how cosmetics should be used to realize beauty 10 years from
now" in collaboration with Shiseido Company, Ltd. in a project-based learning (PjBL)
course called "Innovation Synthesis" offered at Osaka University in 2022. This paper
consists of a report on the activities and an analysis of the activities themselves.

First, the history of cosmetics and the current trend toward personalization of
cosmetics were investigated, and then the possible future of cosmetics was analyzed
from the perspectives of existentialism and beauty therapy. As a result, the ideal beauty
is the realization of "one's own personality,” which is different from oppressive and
uniform beauty or individuality as an obsession, and "being able to do what one wants"
is the ideal form of beauty that should exist in the future.

What kind of makeup is needed to realize such a "sense of self" that allows one to be
sure of one's own freedom? In order to examine this problematic situation and the
cosmetics that can solve it, the authors set up a certain persona and analyzed it from
the perspective of competence and habituation of behavior. As a result, we proposed,
albeit tentatively, a philosophy of cosmetics and the product requirements to realize it.

Finally, we summarized the series of activities themselves and the process that led to
the final consensus. We hope that this paper will serve as a concrete example of
interdisciplinary collaborative research activities in implementing academic knowledge

into society.
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