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IMAGES IN THE ARTS

SHINGO HIGUCHI

The concept of an “Image” has multidimensional meanings, and even in the area
of arts there is no agreed definition of “Image” yet.

The purpose of this paper, however, is not to clarify the definition, but to specify
the events which are relevant to the author by demonstrating some concrete examples
of Images in the arts. So, in the discussion, concepts of Image may become more com-
plicated and, moreover, may even turn out to be contradictory. The author is, however,
not concerned about this state of affaires. This is because it is hoped. that Image can
be defined more precisely as a summary of the complicated situation itself.

In experiments of comparative judgement in perception, simple stimuli are gene-
rally used, and researches of such kind have produced significant results in their own
area. From the viewpoint of actual perception in real situations, however, lack of
Images in these experiments is a serious problem. What we realy see is not discrete
fragments of succesively presented stimuli. There are also involved both one’s past
experience, and the traditions of one’s culture. Without these background Images even
fragmentary perception is impossible.

An experiment concerned with the above mentioned problems was conducted.
Forty-three students of the Department of Human Sciences participated as subjects in
groups or individually. They were presented with three kinds of paired pictures and
were asked as to the differences between each of several pairs of pictures under
simultaneous judgement condition. The pair consisted of an original picture and a copy
of it. The copy itself, however, was also a first-class artistic work. The following
works were used : — '

1 a “Kifudo” and its copy (both are national treasures)

2 the picture of Fuhjin-Raijin dy Sohtatsu and the copy of it by Kohrin

3 a Ukiyoe-picture by Harunobu and the copy of it by Kohkan

Each pair was presented for five minutes via two slide-projectors or as photographs
in natural colors, and subjects were asked as to the difference. While the difference
is self-evident for the author who has Images of the respective characteristics of the
painters, almost none of the subjects were able to distinguish the two pictures.

Thus, it is concluded as follows :

It may be possible to classify subjects into various types in the case of comparison
of simple stimulus figures, as Cooper demonstrated. However, in such cases of the
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comparison of complex figures, especially pictures, human perception cannot be fully
explained without considering the involvement of Images, that is, of the higher mech-
anism in perception.

How, then, are Images formed? As a key to this mysterious problem, the author
examines the process of formation of abstract paintings by Mondrian, and suggests
a) that his Images are formed on the base of an effect by which things can function
independently of their forms and b) that once Images have been formed, they in turn
influence the way the painter sees objects and how he draws them. As an example
of such an effect, the author discusses the formation process of “Bathseba” by
Rembrant, taking a cue from research by Hours. As we know from a letter to David,
Rembrant was unsatisfied with his first attempt to draw Bathseba in a straight posture,
because he felt it did not express the Image of suffering that he intended to produce.
He tried tilting her head a little forward. The altered picture still did not fit his Image.
He could not complete a Bathseba which satisfied his Images until he had tried tilting
her head in differents ways.

Painters are not the only people who possess Images. Unless an appreciator tries
to form Images, he cannot even “see”. The present author introduces some of the
formations of Images in “Sekidera Komachi” as acted by the Noh master, Umewaka,
and retrospects about the way in which his own Image of some Noh plays was formed.
He also describes the formation of Images in “Sotoba Komachi” which took him as long

as forty years.

Thus, the author examines the guiding mechanism of Images, which plays a lead-
ing role in human behavior, and suggests that the mechanism is developed with an
elaborated combination of learning of classical arts and the sensitivity towards reality.
Examples of this kind are demonstrated by processes of formation of “Le Dejeuner

sur ’herbe” by Manet, and by those of “Kifudo” by Chisho Daishi. It is also verified
that the same principle can be applied to the composition of poems by the great Chi-
nese poets Tu-Fo and Li-Po.

From the preceding discussion about Images in the arts, the author concludes that
Images are “reality-like fictions”, and “truths beyond facts”, and that they are human-
specific products, which help to orient actual life.



