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A Study on New Approaches to Music Education
in the 1970s : Comparing “Ongaku Gun”
and “Kodomo Ongaku Kyoshitsu”

YAMAMOTO Kouhei

The purpose of this paper is to clarify music education approaches in the 1970s by
comparing two music-teaching materials, “Ongaku Gun” and “Kodomo Ongaku Kyoshitsu.”

“Kodomo Ongaku Kyoshitsu” was published in 1971 and was edited by the composer
Mayuzumi Toshiro. The content of the book is designed to convey the breadth of music by
actively featuring folk music and warabeuta. “Ongaku Gun” was edited by the composer
Hikaru Hayashi and the pedagogue Masami Yamazumi, and first published in 1974. The
two books have many similarities in their content, including their active use of experimental
music. This study uses Yamazumi's criticism of “Kodomo Ongaku Kyoshitsu” one-sided ap-
proach to teaching as the basis to compare the music and instructional materials used in
both books.

“Kodomo Ongaku Kyoshitsu” presented a uniquely flat perspective on music, while
“Ongaku Gun” inherited the perspective of “Kodomo Ongaku Kyoshitsu” in eliminating the
hierarchy of music, and clearly emphasized “sound itself,” children’s perspectives, and practi-
cal education.

At time of the publication of these two teaching materials, there occurred a broaden-
ing of the perspective of music education from a Western music-centered stance, including
attention to ethnic and Japanese music, and interest in “sound” itself. In this respect, the
two teaching materials are considered to play an important role in the history of postwar

Japanese music education.
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