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Changes in the description about culture and arts in
Comprehensive Plan at Toyonaka City

HIGO Konomi

The city of Toyonaka, which is located in the northern part of Osaka Prefecture, has
a population of approximately 400,000 and was developed early as a suburban residential
area along the Hankyu Railway line. The city enjoyed the status of a residential area even
before World War II, and its image as “lush” and “easy to live in” has been well established.

In recent years, Toyonaka City has been making efforts to develop the city through the
slogan “Toyonaka, a city full of music.” Two music groups—the Osaka College of Music and
Japan Century Symphony Orchestra—are based in the city and conduct various activities.
Further, during the fall every year, various musical events are held as part of the “Toyonaka
Music Month.”

In 2016, Toyonaka became the first city in the Prefecture to receive the Agency for
Cultural Affairs Award in the category of “Creative City of Culture and Arts” in recognition
of the series of cultural and artistic activities it conducted highlighting local characteristics.

This study examines Toyonaka as a “City of Music” and summarizes how the descrip-
tion of culture has changed under the city's comprehensive plan and how ordinances and
policies related to culture and arts have been formulated accordingly. In addition, the study
will examine how Toyonaka itself evaluates a series of music-related measures based on the
administrative evaluation that began in 2012.
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