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An Analysis of the notion the “City of Music” in
Newspaper Articles from the 1990s-2010s

HIGO Konomi

Currently, many local governments in Japan call their communities a “City of Music”
and are engaged in community development through music. The reasons, rationales, and
specific activities of these local governments in calling themselves “City of Music” are di-
verse. Therefore, it is difficult to gain a complete picture of the actual activities associated
with being a “City of Music,” the intentions of the planners, and the thoughts of the citizens
who accept the activities, and the impact of the activities.

This paper focuses on newspaper articles from 1990 to 2019 in order to explore where,
by whom, and with what intentions activities related to “City of Music” have been planned
and implemented, and how they have been accepted.

To collect newspaper articles, I used the online databases of the Asahi Shimbun,
Mainichi Shimbun, and Yomiuri Shimbun newspapers, and extracted articles with “City of
Music” in the title or text. As a result, 608 articles were found.

The purpose of this paper is to organize and verify how various activities related to the
“City of Music” have been recorded using these article data. (182 words)
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