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Experiment and Failure of Takenaka R0’s
“Drifting Sand Revolution”
—Hope of Non-sect Revolution by Folk Songs——

SON JangHee

This paper analyzes the experiment of “Drifting Sand Revolution” by Takenaka Ro, who
became involved in Folk Songs in the late 1960s. Takenaka, who experienced the failure of
armed struggle by JCP (Japanese Communist Party) in the early 1950s and defected from
JCP around 1967, pinned his hopes on Folk Songs as a part of non-sect movement which
reached the climax in the late 1960s. While he defined Folk Songs as the path to anti-sect
(anti-JCP) “Drifting Sand Revolution”, his experiment ended in failure within a few months.
Also, this paper clarifies that he concealed his participation in Folk Songs in his writings
after 1970, by emphasizing his encounter with the Beatles in 1966 as his ‘ideological turning

point’.
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