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A Historical Study of the Place of Musical Practice:
Through the Process of Establishment of Coffee House
Jittoku in the early 1970s’ Kyoto

MURAO Naoya

The purpose of this paper is to illustrate the process of establishing “Coffee House
Jittoku”, a space of musical practice in Kyoto. Established in 1973, “Jittoku” is considered to
be one of the legendary live music venues in Kyoto. Yet, neither its early days, nor the
background of its foundation have been researched adequately to this day. In this paper,
by tracing the lines of its formation, I aim to fill a void in the research of an important
aspect of Kyoto's music scene of the 1970s.

In the introduction, I establish the purpose of this paper and how I position myself
towards the research topic. In the section 1, through the life history of Terada Kunitoshi, a
founder of “Jittoku”, who has been managing the business for over 50 years, I tried to
illustrate the background of its foundation. In the section 2, by analyzing an array of
historical articles from the early 1970s, I'm painting a picture of the venue’s features, its
atmosphere, and the actors of the then-contemporary live scene. In the section 3, by
listening to the voices of people around then “Jittoku”, and connecting them with the
documents, I will reconstruct its birth as a live music venue. Finally, in the conclusion, I
will present the results of this research and give suggestions for future examinations
tackling the history of spaces for musical practice in Kyoto.

143



