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Abstract of Thesis

According to the UN, in 2018, almost 55% of the world's population lived in urban areas, and the numbers are
expected to reach 68% by 2050. Important historic cities across the Mediterranean have served significant social,
economic, and political functions, becoming an important platform for the development of human society. Hence,
their transformations are shaped by layers of sociocultural changes, economic dynamics, and political shifts.
These transformations, together with their rapid urbanization, have significantly impacted the urban fabric of
the city, posing challenges such as uncontrolled densification, growth of urban sprawls, and gentrification, all
of which induce concerns regarding the sustainability of these cities. Therefore, grasping the paradigm of cities
and societies is an important step in the way of achieving sustainable development.

In Chapter 1, the manifestation of the rapid urban transformation in East Mediterranean cities is defined by
spatial configuration and its social impact. East Mediterranean cities have been going through profound socio,
political, and social changes since the late modern era (since the Late Ottoman Empire). These changes exert a
significant impact on urban life and the physical and social aspects of cities.

In Chapter 2, the literature review of the study is presented on urban morphology, spatial configuration, social
use of space, and urban social sustainability, its definitions and attributes. Additionally, it digs the gap in the
literature regarding the scarce studies of spatial configuration and social sustainability in developing countries
of the east Mediterranean cities.

In Chapter 3, the dissertation illustrates an overview of the urban history of Damascus and Istanbul, focusing
on the timeframe between the Late Ottoman era and the contemporary era. Drawing a picture of the social,
economic, and political structure and shift in the aforementioned timeframe.

In Chapter 4, the methodologies are presented. For the spatial analysis, Space syntax theory was utilized for
the configuration analysis, using Integration measures to reveal the urban core at the city-wide level and the
cores at the local levels. For the social sustainability assessment, a quantitative approach was followed by
employing T-test analysis to compare between the two neighborhoods. In addition, pairwise correlation analysis
is used to reveal the association among urban social sustainability dimensions.

In Chapter 5, the spatial configuration of Istanbul and Damascus is analyzed. Despite their different scales,
the two cities shared some similar patterns resembling the urban core existence at the historical core, city-wide
integration was concentrated at the arterial roads and exclusion of some non-formal areas within the cities.
Local urban cores exist in the cores of districts and neighborhood centers and are exceptionally strong at the
informal settlements, especially in the case of Damascus.

In Chapter 6, two cases from Istanbul, Rasimpasa (Gridded) and Balat (Organic), were adopted for the social
sustainability analysis. The results revealed that both neighborhoods had high accessibility rates (Rasimpasa=
78 %, Balat=73%) and low participation rates (Rasimpasa= 53 %, Balat= 55%). Also, the comparison across the
two neighborhoods showed significant differences in means in terms of social networking and interaction (p =
0.045), sense of safety, and participation. Also, the correlation analysis among the urban social sustainability
indicators revealed a significant association between multiple indicators.

In Chapter 7, the study findings, policy implication, and conclusion are drawn. spatial development and
community empowerment initiatives are discussed. In conclusion, the study calls for a spatial development that
preserves the historic areas and their embedded urban systems, focuses on the pedestrian streets as a top
priority, and enhances participatory processes through community-based organizations and channels between

the municipalities and local residents.
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