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:!:JJO)'.:l:.(r/J jJ -'e ft l:j. ~ ;h "Cl' 6 C c -'£' t-J,oj::: fie L, "C ;t-s ;l),tJ l Ht,£ tJ t;, t.H ' 0 tJ i, 

Hardy Jf#{x;O) Jl'./d':t ii, til~il!!1i&0):)'5J.ft c ftf:;J2R:.Ji L, /XtlHc.1&~;;,-9 i.S ftrllriJiJ, 11!, 

G t'L, J~H ,li*O){E~cif:J~/!lt-\"'Wil!i&-'e ;c 't' 6 :rrimo)'iT:1j1fjJJ(iJ>.itJi:t'.(0)3Js/1~~-0h~ 

l.,, fRJll#!Cfjt~O) naive, simple, innocent, frank, humane <':. ~'--:, t.:,i/i 

TJf~~ ~ ~1, 6 ~'i\"tliJ> [I ~ ili5 5 "C :Yl!:Jc ~ tL 6 tHJ T <Y)--:, t:. o Hardy U: C 0) cl: 5 
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R. "The Return of the Native" O)~jijj_~pfiO)~~ 
(4) 

Book First 

Chapter I 

The Three Women 

A face on which time makes little impression 

A Saturday afternoon in November 

was approaching the twilight, and 

the vast tract of unenclosed wild known as 

Egdon Heath enbrowned itself moment by moment. 
Overhead the hollow stretch of whitish cloud 

shutting out the sky was a tent which 

had the whole heath for its floor. 

:/l\J3 ii±illHI O)!f'CI~ 9 

t.::.ic";/)qlll;/Jii:itl 9 *L 

.:i:. If I-'':.,,, • t - 7- c d(t t ;;II 6 il.JJJ < -?-5 < ;TL~ L t.::ltfhi 

:?frfJ~ c !J{r, L, v;;i.:M ,q co 
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{l:IH1 .5l!,;h ,£1Jft 0 tee Ell :r ~*~-ifo KN:/J; I) --C 

A§ "Jc' .illE ~' J., 51;:,~} C. t I§ ,c (il~tl IJ 

t: - 7. CD-9-"'--C ~ /Jx. c. tee L, --Co 

The heaven being spread with this pallid screen 

and the earth with the darkest vegetation, 

their meeting--line at the horizon was clearly marked. 

In such contrast the heath wore the appearance 

of an instalment of night which had taken up 

its place before its astronomical hour was come: 

d:1rkness had to a great extent arrived hereon, 

while day stood distinct in the sky. 

i~tJfil~I ~ 1/1N1ci(!iibtl 

-F"!NU ~Cc. ll1¥iR\{0)l¥i*& fJ --C 

mi1J,WUJK~tJ':;R±iliCD--:JtcCiJ; fJ Ii< --:> ~ 1) c.1~1-il G IQ. 

f91 II/J CD t:r t, c/_) 7), < !!lh'J, IC. L, --c 

~ CD 5j~ -t Fl 0) A IJ CD $,Jj, 1J.:' ~E !-'J K 

~;h~Ll~CD-~~0G&~CDffi~hll,,~fJ: 

ii'.>~ G l:J- <, V' 6 O)JJiJ> IH"/'4:K~tl c, 
:57 l'll'l$ '"\:, /..U#J C. C CD ii'.> t::. 9 IC. 111/dl I) 0 

Looking upwards, a furze-cutter would have 

been inclined to work; looking down, 

he would have decided to finish his faggot and go home. 

The distinct rims of the world and 

of the firmament seemed to be a division in time 

no less than a division in matter. 

(fll ~i' --C *'4: 75? Jt!A L Lf, tee to ti L, t ::.' f.U G A, c. -'£:'. Jll l , , 
{/f.f L, --c*±ili~ .5l!,tlli, 't' ~ Wti--cnu GA, C. .if'}il], 5 0 
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5'z±fu0) -::I:: t, b o '1.l t:. 1J 

4t.1fil 0) t :t t, cb 1.f IJ, 1J IJ, 

ll~;/(tlO)!;{f.} b ;:I: t:.lij3 I;;, iJ,Kl)/!, ?Lt:. 1) 0 

The face of the heath by its mere complexion 

added half an hour to evening; 

it could in like manner retard the dawn, sadden noon, 

anticipate the frowning of storms scarcely generated, 

and intensify the opacity of a moonless midnight 

to a cause of shaking and dread. 

lliftfii 0) ~Kt:. t:.'-«":) t:.·· p:.Lj. :> ;j L (£, 

}',~;J lfi!. ~ ~1e. t1J t lfJ. tr ;s U: iJ, 1J -JJ>, 

f: Lt ;:I: t.:: J~i ~ i1! G -ti• :f-Ut,l: 0) El .'i!(iu K ;Ii& L0, ~ iJiU) L, , 

~1W Mi, .t. ;s *iliil ~ :'}e;11JiJt * L -r ;s 1~ G 1 +111 c --c , 
f:l !,t_ ~ 1:k.':Je.O) //J.(Jt:. ~ 0)/,~iie/Wlf...> 

1t~J'1<:~i>1::0!\ri>(i1'&b-nRJJ.O)llJ~W 1J !l;io 

][. * ~ 
"The Return of the Native" O)f!tJi/-AfiJ,JBWU ~~Lo WJf1t:, c. t.t. 1J ftt§¾ c. t.t. ;s 

tO)/;t, Hardy iA'l:l-0< buLJJfuL,t_:: Egdon Heath --r-cb6" i-0) Egdon 

Heath c.!i-{'1,:cO)J:jl;s:ff1:E--Ccbo/J>(C":)l'--C/;t, liu;l}O) Preface O)rjrc-­

:/l~U;t('.1-,'.0) J: 5 K;iill«--C l' 6 o 

Under the general name of 'Egdon Heath', which has been 

given to the sombre scene of the story, are united or typified 

Heaths of various real names, to the number of at least a dozen; 

these being virtually one in character and aspect, though their 

original unity, or partial unity, is now somewhat disguised by 
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intrusive strips and slices brought under the plough with varying 

degrees of success, or planted to woodland. 

~JW:}-J!!K~:lt!ii> Di l, 5 Ve, 6(0) J: 5 t,ri'~\"c!'.i)!T le 0) Preface .15_> f:,1i A, Tl' Q o 

It is pleasant to dream that some spot in the extensive tract 

whose south-western quarter is here described, may be the heath 

of that traditionary King of Wessex-Lear. 

~-C, 1;1r,./{N/i''-ff.0)%ftt.:=J,$0)/fi'iTt0:tO)i:i:jl' Hardy Ii, -z-0):o-fi"i'i,',Ji> 

:iill G -C llliiiifrlc -f 0) }"Jiff# Ji> Ji!,--tt -Cl' Q O) t' iJi) Qi/:., )ii,tr+1, c 0) 1J',~O) JR\i1!1i(r'..11,'1J/i:Z 

O)t)~t, c. tee 1J , ~?z)~;§O),ifilfyK:/qfJ9J tee 0,'.T,; I) -0 ~ ;;t_ Q Egdon Heath O)t'Ui'.1-0'.l;l:, 

~O)~~~O)~Tli~-,~~~~~-~O)fr~c.ffl,-Ct,~&O)~~l:'!i 

t.H' Ii c O)=J.JMiO)/:l i'i.. Ji> 7]~ L, -r l' Q o 4- -t O)J0-:{*(l'.},ittiilJJ.\ Ji>~«: 6 tJ: G ,£, ~'GH1i 

(('.Jlc Ii, poetic beauty O)f,""i>~t G L, t.:txflt·, poetic emotion :a,ff\1~.> -r tee 

~ ;/'l t.: J'Uj'f]'. c. l' 5 1,1;( K~JlO) J'i'/1JJfc!iJ>ff--?' 6 b t t l:' 2b 6 iJ,, C Cc· Ii -f 0) IJ:J~ -0 

:5}l:fr L, -r ti'i tillf ee {97(, [~1 :a, lliV;,. t.: l '\ C. Jt!l- 5 0 

%0f.i-1-lc::~t;tf G *1. Q f!HJ f;t, ll)li/«& iYXJJ!(i0)=[:$0).LtljJ,,z G-c l' Q 1.\Z c· 2b iS 

Mi'i..~,ili~MUO)ffi~hlGk~m~~~c.*~~~O)fi~tt:a,illiYk~~ 

gjf~t.: 6 Jit~!Ufu:a, WIR'.-9« < , J)U:c/G· 75?'1WQ:K, -f G-C{tz:c/G·75?2.j.::)',l!;K~Yf i'i.. -r, C 

J: tJ: ~ xJ nn O)~JJ :a, ~~Jm G -r l, o 0) 1:· 2b o o 1111;, --

The qualifications which frequently invest the fas~ade of a 

prison with far more dignity than is found in the fa¥ade of a 

palace double its size lent to this heath a sublimity in which 

spots renowned for beauty of the accepted kind are utterly wanting. 
(6) 

'it.:, 1%f_:k0) f.t'.!ll.flc::1.!J( < 11 FJ O)@L/;t, A 0),1)1c:: -c i:'. ;s )&~O) ~ 75?f!li ~ .1L -c 6 

O)iJ,'lttT 2b 6 iJ,, -f 0) /ililO)f~.'u«75?Jf;~-9 6 0) K, A':t:0)/f{(~O)!,j~ -C KJ.!l! IJ ifl' 

t.:9O:-;fO);is_A_O)IIJtln~iJ,G f,;i: IJ LI:\~ fLoliiZiJ> G Ut.:;:JxFfli>.0.--C~Y.il -Cl 'oo UllW 

tJ: !U«, t1!l'Y tJ:{(ti'i¥1t1;1:, f1£Kfl!!,O):ifllllii 75? Wi: ~ tJ: l' t 0) c. i;y. L, -r t i1!li 1~tc' ,;1: iY> 
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1., £. ~ 'o & L,:;L.} Ai?>\'{ft/J>/C l!B( fd!f:J l, "f, (}( 0)-J:i\J i' JJ14 fJ!/C }i!:J,l \ ,'.y« 6 I.J C:, ,£, 

tt t t~l¼SK/lijJO) ft(, 't'Hm.ifJ 6 IJJKi1/~ l~l ii-Iii%: c L, t-:~11/'.'it!f.WJJ t-:: 1.i *±ili,c(r k --V, 

L, ,J L, 1¥[*.>j_, i: J: fJ,9 f!IRO) ri\'0.KRJt!W L, --r ~' 6 V!lfl ~ !ill\·U~l~{lt-r C c b , £!/fff: 

Throughout the blowing of these plaintive November winds 

that note bore a great resemblance to the ruins of human song 

which remain to the throat of fourscore and ten. It was a worn 

whisper, dry and papery, and it brushed so distinctly across the 

ear that, by the accustomed, the material minutiae in which it 

originated could be realized as by touch. 
(7) 

BfJ=ir. > if.lf/&I.Jiliui{;J C :i!N u ,;fi,'{(~j]fJ>!Jttf G ti 1., O L 0) jHli:t'i·tJ,i.;i~tf::r L, tiW 

7.--/\-{4: c t.,: I) , g:1 r.--1\JJ.!~, l~I 7.MJHrM.K--:) ~, --r O)~l_!,lfiltJ1V1ttt 1.i ~~lJ5., '.'.th /1\ L,, 

tif~c½'i'fC~~ '!ll.~[f)JJ5.,l..j. ;'t 1.i-*~Ltl J5.,J[~Jl'Z L, --r ~' 1.i O)c· cb o o ;f'lt:t C C --V*#l~O) 

"i:!:iJltr)('.J:O){t~(l~f'Fi'1r'i--V ai> 6 1il;Jil""C;4~~2f J KB t:t 6 g;,t:;:t:5110) l~IJ'AN/i'.1J'.O).:~J4£~ 

Hardy O) ,t tt c Wl!;(:W!(! L, --r, -t O)tElifil0)-1;/,\J5.,{jtl,liE L, --r ht-:~' c !i!l- 5 o g;~ 

it:1111,;:1: , i1J1iL~4~Hli J 0) 'llii' aJJl Jg> Af!i 1., ffli'u~i'1U O)~O) 1 I 1-r·, illf:JJ-0) l;iliO) fJ r.tO)f,!JJ.il 

Jg> i'.X 0) J: 5 K j--;;.(:izt L, t ~ ' 1.i o 

1MJ:5}t-:'1::,t{I£iJ,!C:Ji"J"'..!st ;:l; 5';fi;O)f1, 'l,t J: 9 }J,tL,/L\-f o Cc :t < --r, 1(il.li~ 

O)i'frj~;il c. ~' 5 J5.,:iill!i"9 o :$' J§:7!(0):tdfJ> L, ~ f.ilK, 11\ ViL t ~ -lt*h 5 --r, 1~-/J, 

--r tcr-/J, 11) :to (;:I: L, £. -9 oJ 

1-\'~t ~..>{:l.:ht.J~lc, ,A._-,A._O){tl:jl/J>V:5~(C, c.f;>< "'J< ;s~'.ll"lt, ~..> 

-\">9H!J:l(Ct;i/&L,*f;;;'L1.,.>j_,, lt'dKt~~lt(;RL,t,t.7J-*(;;'t6;ffilK, i;'i. t, i% < ts. 
I)' lli:J5J(C~'C. cii't:ttt_:1.,,1):]:[gl.,"[, m1~,J'.-/J,f) ✓t, /\1lH.1•(" 1:::,Kt, ~UG 

-f~ L,}\l) t_:1.,oJ 

1 fal f.iX;IJO)~h'J? KU:1-d!'.Ul 1., IC, hI~~' c.r~{ L, < I!)( i; t, iQO) !l{O) jl'f 1, t, 

.t ;tc; L, ~ t.J 1., t, , ~, c. .lL 1::, (,1fU1 K < ~ gJ!: 0) t, c. t.c /_) o J 

~ --c, Jjc i] IJH L, t-::3%: (;:I: /iiH'l t, m1v1tl0) /,f!j ~ '~:Y'.:-C ai) 6 c c.(C~U,'-U HJHJ' :,_J(j[g 
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6 ~N I) T !i-?J,'< ~ HH! 6 t 0) c !its\ ;;t ts. l' -c-· ,f'.> 7::> 5 fJ>o l' ~ ~ 7'.Pi~T J'Us. !\.L~ ~ }j: ;{_ 

6 ;'tf1J1.r:1~T1i <b ;s tJ,, :f;l,1i ,~;;i1"(.1V?1~,{lJ 0> r:1r.Mlli''ff 1iTW:t~Hr:1-c-· <b 6 n:Jx t.,, 

"The Return of the Native" 0>-tH!i1JJ1t~Hl':Jc·<b6iJ'i'&K, M=W;-iJ,ll-J~%'i"K 

l=j. ;;t 6 !\.L~f6, r:1J ~ Ii c t:, C, iJ, c ~; ;;t tJ, temorary T superficial ts. t 0) T <b 

"6 -h, ;{&%';·0) -t ;tL Ii, lasting T profound ts. t 0) c ts.-::, ··n' ;s c -'r.lJ WJr9 6 

O)T,6"60 CO)Cc/l/,XO) Egdon Heath ~IJX~di6f:k/!J1J.0)0iT61!MVs.ttm] 

«iJ,1:=E G 6 illHfilO) j)(~P: :l/ll~K5J~S-t ~ ~l "[ l' ;s 0 

It was the united products of infinitesimal vegetable causes, 

and these were neither stems, leaves, fruit, blades, prickles, 

lichen, nor moss. They were the mummied heath-bells of the 

past summer, originally tender and purple, now washed colourless 

by Michaelmas rains, and dried to dead skins by October suns. 

So low was an individual sound from these that a combination of 

hundreds only just emerged from silence, and the myriads of the 

whole declivity reached the womr1n' s ear but as a shrivelled and 

intermittent recitative. Yet scarcely a single accent among the 

many afloat to-night could have such a power to impress a listener 

with thoughts of its origin. One inwardly saw the infinity of 

those combined multitudes; and perceived thet each of the tiny 

trumpets was seized on, entered, scoured and emerged from by 

the wind as thoroughly as if it were as vast as a crater. 
(8) 

...tn:iJ IHJ t., t.:-f!iHi, :::r::f4:iJ,fH~il':J!Vlilli~f]{~;, t✓ftf.t(l':JKMc- ~ tL -c, if.&~--

:t; 1J l,~K I] f l,IOS.-::, t.:&>0> heath O)\J'ld-tiJ,, J!!OZ(K{H:£-9 6Yit:iHUl!l~IJX ~ 

iill. 6 c ~ K , 1% f 1( 0) l!Jil iJ 11:=I ~ T ;s -· :fill 0) Z ~t L, !iim l ' Y§' ;tJiV'? l ' /1- G < t f.(triJ, K t,~il·H 

l,"[l'6 olli.trlr, One inwardly saw -c-·M;-i 0l&f:lz0):'.>Ui-'fO),ril,(JZbO)g'-5l(z.1;,.0) 

!J'l!!Ju'. ~ Kl:ftll'.Xi-tt u;;i)di cY) ;s -t l 'o :fJ ~ i8 5 -cW,'~7-;.:iffitJ-K -::,;t t -c, 1{:'it JL:f.:ts. 1/( 
J1JO)l'l,'{;/(IJT&>6iJ,O):l/ll< K, 7-:; 1\'Jf~O):{fO)--::>--JO)IJ'.lf.iSK"tTI~(~ i < 

6 :f.:k/!fu,O)[UJ ~ iJ', J~,;,O),C,,IIHK ~ ~-·-t ~··c l!9US!lll'iJ>-9 6 O)TcP> 60 :J!{!C;kX 
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~0fffi§ {?UN~ll c. G--CiF--t t 0 c. G--C, m J:?:& ~ 1cf:J-::.--t 6 /i[f[l '0 6'J 6 i} /J:f:]{?/;'i\; 

h t.::illr 8. t ~,u::. C (C{J'.-9 6 0 -v &) 6 0 C. C 0 -v' C O)f[t'fl'J,t;..ct/,)'1:Jj'./:t' -f fur. 

t}6 < "The spirit moved them." c. l, -5 ffj'j/¾(t,,:-)%:K J:--:, --C 8Jfi/0=f-7i0~Jli 

J:l!m:.fljix1-9 6 0 C 0X 75? -1'1'1JJix.-9 6 H.'i!fiW:. l•'J'i R l'-4 (Cj&\ ~-- t;.H '0) '1: l:t &) 61)>' ~u /nj 

K~~0lJi{?Jl'Jl'6 c. b, ~™-96 C c.fJ,~i/l[F.c.!JJ;/);/l6'.,i,,UfJ;!1i~-'2?~%'#;·0)Jf!j)K 

~~fJ,-tt-( K Ii :t:5 7N'). 0 --c-· &) 6 a Hardy !i t UM( 21 :f-fJ,!tL~'/"ilf~c~:fJ, -V, fetishistic 

mood 0:fc)f1:°).±.'1: 6');/l /J:, t ? -!::!:'. c. '.,iJ.!li~(C'i~\ A, t.::"1&10 {? ~::At.::··-v iV> 1:> ? c. iG 

«--Cl' 67'J,, {-;/t/:t Hardy 0;uhfii:t,,:,1)JJ~~J1~-9 ,_c\"~/Cj{fj ¥t,,:l '0'1:i/!J--:, --c, 
c1: GA111~~.\tJ~J='li(tJt,,:xO·If-;fJ,,c,,1"r.iV>0 -5 c. t, u11e~6it:1J\!r:±;1e;--:5:;:r~nJ 

tm-z: iV> 6 c. [i'fr l'., --Cb ilt¥:2..{f0;}jJ 1) {?')'l: ( t 6 C c. /l 6') 6 ;fl ' 0 

BrE::0t-!HJJ.n G--c, ,;1r.t1e!1:®J1{?1~( 21.i6tr=H1~c. l' -5 c c. -'J?-t~M-1:J:;/nrt,,: 

t; t,,: l 'o -JJLl0 ±1'.Af, -:;;j;;:0}Vi;+,: c. mm c.· t , 1f1L1t~ ~ J,t .:it.. t.:: t 0--c-· J> 6 fJ,0f:,1/K 

1,J~0M;·0,C,K.u'.h --C < 6 c. l'? ,i;/( -V, Hardy 0.( i K ILi 6 f1,-~dJjil~Y..> --Cfti1H t-· J> 

6 ? o JgK/;\!i? -J'i·0 l~l :ii:~, ?:1-//11] -'5? /Jtt;/1., 6 ;J ,] 110-tt-t!· 'J t· 0:/(!Hs t 0 j .:it.., ~ 

f,i_fJ, i:, ~tJJ 6 t 00HH11~;1!}Cf--Ct/li-JJ,;/ L 6 cc. K J:--:, --C, 4~li.tfO)}l~IJIHC-}l..._i.Q 

)J ~ Lj . .:it.. 6 0 K ~j{sj,l: L., --Cl' 6 0--c-· 6'J 6 a ;t t.::, Hardy f;, personification 0 

ffJlj (C:f&;/l --Cl' 6 C c_f;;, i/.!l<D C 0t,!j~K~'1UJf .>5? tf .:it.., °liliiro)C,1;~(lli'J ~)JI! .:it.. o 

W:;'flj {? /}i{ l'., --Cl' o 0 {? :f!!nfl-9 6 C c. Ii --C-- ~ f,i. l 'a C 0 C c. LlCA,'.KJj~-9(90YIC J: 

--:, --c t !VJ i; 7)) -v &) 6 0 

The spot was, indeed, a near relation of night, and when night 

showed itself an apparent tendency to gravitate together could 

be perceived in its shades and the scene. The sombre stretch of 

rounds and hollows seemed to rise and meet the evening gloom 

in pure sympathy, the heath exhaling darkness as rapidly as the 

heavens precipitated. And so the obscurity in the air and the 

obscurity in the land closed together in the black fraternization 

towards which each advanced half-way. 
(9) 
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5'ltl-JiJ:in 1) ~,~--c1JC0.iJ!WJi <it~< t.t. .::it~, 3;:!NJ: IJ N~ 1z c L,--c111(o lJ ---c < '° T:!i. 

1~ c ~, -3 Jl,\\:!\";0iJ,, -z- 0>;/iJJft.'· &> ;;;, x 11i<TJJfftY.f,Jr/if \'; ~ t.t.iJ; G 0>:;;r:~1:itb:- i' 'lli "? t::. 

Egdon Heath c ~, ·5 l'/t-J01tl: ~ 1U-:rtt~~K J:-:> ---C.iill;t G H, fiiil:r'.fi·HHJ\;;;t--C7.Ytt 

t,t_ 0 t..'::'.;/J-'i'.-'lj1'f:i)iJ,WMJ/h16 IC ,i, :'.I~) L, ~ ,fi'r:ffifOY{!i!:0f'I, 1J I U-:J-0>-c-· d':, 6 o J:O>iJ I 

JlJX 0 ~\i:il'trJ,l,Jii\-ttc cf, TEK i" O> ·IMJ'UJ/IIHJJiHc~J-JJt c. L, ---Ci'?-Uli L, tcr ~ '-c-· ii':, iS 

3 7J'. tJ(!C c 0) l-Hl!k 0 ;J~-t t 3 -·--::JO>~!YO.>eHJlf 6 C c. rc--<J- i;;, o 

But the thick obscurity permitted only sky-lines to be visible 

of any scene at present. The water at the back of the house 

could be heard, idly spinning whirlpools in its creep between the 

rows of dry feather-headed reeds which formed a stockade along 

each bank. Their presence was denoted by sounds as of a 

congregation praying humbly, produced by their rubbing against 

each other in the slow wind. 
(lO) 

l:O>X-C fi, '/fJ1iJ,-C~H I liJ,{-\f9UK t slfz/i., t::.'Nitlfilt0-:::J it t::.1~0) 1/!il 0 < <-·-:> 

--C, 1J,~ l 'i1'i'f&!iM ~i-:::J-:::JbtUt-o c. ~ Kll--C i;;, °!'!fiJ', :i.Q}'{O>)J0 t-:> ---CfoHs A 

O>Ir~~0fJ-:::J C c. ··e iV> iS 3 o sky-line fJj't!C !ifriJO)MHIU t Ji!,5} tt,; tVJ: l, 11/'.'i 

W{JO)rj:1-c, JIIMi!Cll,riJ,1::~L,--Cl'-o Cc 0AK!li.~J'.il~-lt6}J(!*O) J~ jzB 0 .!/'Ml 

Ii, 11'f.M, Hardy O>LfHc J:-:> ---C:/,(rJ{nJK!J'.UJ>tJ:1::$)J 01::f. ~ G tc ---Cl' 6 iJ, c l, 
? IJ~O)-i!;/,)iJ,{fiJ ~ 0 0)-C Zli; 0 o l'-1) 0 -\~/J,!Cl]J( < JI IJili),-jJ>jl:g-91]\:0)~ftLiJ>~J:: l, 

0'tr0, m~1,w.1ctJr 1J 0J1~tf 0~00>0Jt0> 1-~l1J, c, 1f1--1 c. mI~c/:l:\0 -:::J.i,"1"° ~ 0>1,(1.1 

* P:i" K~{~ ;;t 6 c l' 3 :1:t:~Crli~~L 6 t1'li'1B'.0>.((f(,iJ,tJ:J;id:tKxJ L,---c, ibto/itO> 1-1 iJ, C;, }c\,q) 

ff~lt;'.fO)IIJ[ 1:fiJ>i1\~l. i;;, /Ciill l' t,s_ l ' 0 

fl~ll!:l!C, ~VJA!&i:fH/j'ij'.O)Jljff!lc:l'? C c-/J, tf G tl-Qo W,--5 Book First 

Chapter J1I The Custom of the Country 0>1!1-c, mvd~O>fil}iOYl}gH0 

,r;\l L,t::.fl9ifYr0i'.X.KJLl(f---C hJ: 3 o 

They were the bonfires of other parishes and hamlets that were 

engaged in the same sort of commemoration. Some were distant, 

and stood in a dense atmosphere, so that bundles of pale straw like 
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beams radiated around them in the shape of a fan. Some were 

large and near, glowing scarlet-red from the shade, like wounds 

in a black hide. Some were Maenades, with winy faces and 

blown hair. These tinctured the silent bosom of the clouds above 

them and lit up their ephemeral caves, which seemed thenceforth 

to become scalding caldrons. 
( 11) 

J::o:rx-z:11, {,Wv(0r1jt<l'{ c 0 J:JH '1i'li'1J'.0t,1m~JJ,i;;m,rn:::Je/~u G ~l Q O :iill1s 

0irV1Jt.:n:li'.:0::k1'<(0r[ 1 /UY) i.S ~WV( r.H:\tW t O)~~r:C! l 'iiiH~0:Yct~UJ>, Ic1";Hf:5 -'l' t.:r G 

--C -t O)j;TTJ IJJ:[/CMH '--C~:3 9 , {l!!.:Uili:: < 0t1'V(f.ii!f-Rn01YfJ-'./5l'.K{f'--::, tJ, l) c 1_:_1 'l' zb (} 

t::{1,50 J: 3 KIIW/f-ltJ, G m.1*I0,f[)'C;--::, --r l' t:: cl' 3 ~fill.Ii, iillili:7*0f-',"~t»E G G 

t::-11,m0 :-'i:;lilli HtJtl/) --r l' Q iJ>:!m ~ !ti.~i7J~ Mc'i¼"!Cg. j{_ QT cY) 0 ? 0 YlKI/H'.i'E-'l'J!'~ 

ff:I0,!c:!.{.gco i5 ?1J,j( ~ , !llfffJ-'.0{1,51:::1 !J, r; /liUH-;1 i5 rf1tr:iJJ K 11!- j{_ t:: fr;\/~Li, o/:0/n < :;(, 
t-c11,1Jr-;,:11(0·1/1:1J,~;t1tt1J~.0--rJ111-;:Gt:: t 0-z:Zh 1), * t::muu-.--::, t::~Wvdi, 

IiJU·.1c /'f ,,~JJ 7l' ffJ K:¼t 1/J --r, t.tfJ,t.:H 'iioJ/C -0 H(i G G IJl ,J- c , 7c' ~lf;,fL!W\-tt iE> ::k 

~'1?. c {t L, t.: c l, 3 ti'i'i'1J'. /;J:, l?t~Il'.! 0t.1J K 7/j~~ -:r 1.UJ' G --r r.'1( j{__L: o j(l;j:[~ ,~1 !lj G --r 

l' o J: 3 ts. 11~f]Ji Ji> lfJG'f'l•O) ,C,'/J'.( IC I=;. j{_ i5 Vi'l:t ~ ~ fill'\] K ~ ;I: -11' --Cl' i5 0 T ® o o 

CA'.K, t 3---::i0/JUX"i>iJ~-;1C cKGJ: '.Jo 

It was as if the bonfire-makers were standing in some radiant 

upper storey of the world, detached from and indepe11dent of the 

dark stretches below. The heath down there was now a vast 

abyss, and no longer a continuation of what they stood on ; for 

their eyes, adapted to the blaze, could see nothing of the 

deeps beyond its influence. 
( 12) 
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The July sun shone over Egdon and fired its crimson heather 
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to scarlet. It was the one season of the year and the one weather 

of the season, in which the heath was gorgeous. This flowering 

period represented the second or noontide division in the cycle of 

those superficial changes which alone were possible here ; it 

followed the green or young-fern period, representing the morn, 

and preceded the brown period, when the heath-bells and ferns 

would wear the russet tinges of evening; to be in turn displaced 

by the dark hue of the winter period, representing night. 
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