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Gaily bedight, 

A gallant knight, 

In sunshine and in shadow, 

Had journeyed long, 

Singing a song, 

In search of Eldorado. 

But he grew old -

This knight so bold -

And o'er his heart a shadow 

Fell as he found 

No spot of ground 

That looked like Eldorado. 

And, as his strength 

Failed him at length, 

He met a pilgrim's shadow -

"Shadow," said he 

"Where can it be -

This land of Eldorado?" 

"Over the mountains 

Of the moon, 

Down the Valley of the Shadow, 

Ride, boldly ride," 

The shade replied,-

"lf you seek for Eldorado!" 
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J::.~O) Eldorado lr.t Boston -Cflj:fj·tt;h,-C1.,,f.: Flag of Our Union tt 
018491:f 4 J=J 21 B "51'C.:/JJ ~ -C Pc~~ ;h, t..: ~ G < Poe 0M§if£-C ts 0 a 1849$ c 

1.,,;t1cf-=t0 9 jj r<:vt. Poe iJ,-=t0wPf t.c:~i!H::· Richmond 0n,J~1z:. .!:. Ct..:$ 

""(· ts 0 ti,, -=t ;h,vt. California 0 gold rush r./\!Z:. 7 ;< 9 }J iJ, 5 ;o, tt ;h, -C 1.,, t.: 

$-z'• i 0-::, f.:o c 01-MiJ,18481:f-0~ U'f L, rf El Dorado State 0 ~£ 'i- t -::, 
(1) 

-r 11¥ 1-i ;fl, -r ~ t.: ()) ft_ ]j,J :ii[ -r 0 0 0 

Eldorado 17. c 0r./i~n, G~;h,t.: t 0-r 0 7-> t ;o,, c 0¥i:\JF~V<'.:.;0T 0 Poe 

0) tJV~IJ-C00 c 1.,, 5 ~:15iJ,ts0 O t. 0~'?,0.!fd.1.,,U/§;i!;{;f§-0-}d'i K. Campbell 

~j~-C 0 6 5 0 "Von Kempelen and his Discovery" like the poem 
(2) 

"Eldorado" grew out of the gold rush of •49 ... " c ;h,;,j,fpj~t,:O) ~f;,;'~-C 0 

7->a c;h,cfpJC12:~'i-c0 A.H. Quinn ~j§!:fi'.c0~'t°i"i7(0J: 51z:.t:B1r-L-C 

1.,, 00 "Eldorado" is mainly interesting because it reveals once more 

Poe's inspiration for a poem through current American events. The 

gold rush was on, and though no mention is made of it, the symbol-
(3) 

ism is evident." F. 0. Mabbott ~~ t t. 0) H0 :r- "7 (1. "cheerful 
(4) 

comment on the Gold Rush" -r 0 0 c Wi'JE L, -C 1.,, 0 0 M. Phillips :k .R i 

"The Flag of Our Union, •·· the April 21st date gave his "Eldorado'' 

which, in whimsical vagaries, seems attuned to the gold-seeking 1849 

(1) •·Early and esp. after the discovery of gold there in 1848, applied to 

California." M. M. Mathews, Dictionary of Americanisms On Historical 

Principles (Chicago, 1951), P. 547 

(2) K. Campbell, The Mind of Poe, and Other Studies (Cambridge Mass, 

1932), P. 108 

(3) A. H. Quinn, Edgar Allan Poe (New York, 1941), P. 605 

(4) F. 0. Mabbott, The Selected Poetry And Prose of E. A. Poe. (New York, 

1951), P. 413 
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(5) 
craze of the von Kempel en hoax." c. t. 0) m l'C.. fR] t!/:J L, -rt,, Q o 

t. 0) gold rush "'-0)"§.ltr.l:.t!c-!1:btJ:il•G, tt Git:..'51J11fil0)'.w:~i' t. O)~O):;r­

"71Z:..Ji!.1:I..Pt 5 c. -t Q¥:~. t.Jtt-Y.*.il•~ Qo C. A. Smith fd~il•.-'t:-0)-,Ac. t,, 

x. J: 5 o ~~r.l:._Uc.O) Campbell m i-%81\- l, k::/~t, "It is compact of high 

idealism and resolve, and forms a fitting close to the life of one who, 
(6) 

however the feet faltered, kept the vision always in front." c. m~ l,, 
tt G l'C.. t. 0) "vision" c. 0) ~~l'C..:J;;t,, t~~~b"t---Z@" ~ ~ tJ: ~~~;jcj. c. l, 
t, Poe i1•1949$2}11CF. W. Thomas l'C..J2S-:,R/.XO)¥-tJ£i'0't-,tt-,Qo 

"Depend upon it after all, Thomas, literature is the most noble of 

professions. In fact, it is about the only one fit for a man. For my 

own part there is no seducing me from the path. I shall be a littera­

t eur at least, all my life; nor would I abandon the hopes which still 

lead me on for all the gold in California. Talking of gold and of the 

temptation at present held out to 'poor-devil authors,' did it ever 

occur to you that all that is really valuable to a man of letters -- to 

a poet in especial -- is absolutely unpurchasable? Love, fame, the 

dominion of intellect, the consciousness of power, the thrilling sense 

of beauty, the free air of Heaven, exercise of body and mind, with the 

physical and moral health which result--these and such as these are 

really all that a poet cares for: -- then answer me this -- why 
(7) 

should he go to California ?" i_Xl'C.. H. Allen t gold rush c. 0) ~ ~ r.J:.t!c-! 

(5) M. Phillips, Edgar Allan Poe, the Man, 2 Vols. (Philadelphia, 1926), Vol. 

2, P.1397 

(6) A. C. Smith, Edgar Allan Poe : How to Know Him (Indianapolis, 1921), 

P. 236. 

(7) A. C. Smith, Ditto, P. 236 L0)-'3=-*~0)~;i(tc:.--:it,,tf't The Letters of 

Edgar Allan Poe, ed. by J. W. Ostrom (Cambridge, Mass., 1948),"~Vol. 

2. PP.426-429. ~!Fit 
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'csbtt.t.J,t::;, "Poe was definitely bound "down the valley of the Shadow." 

The physical man, who was about to set out in search of a wife, and 

to encounter Annie and Helen Whitman, was a sadly jangled bundle 
(8) 

of nerves." c c0f#l'C. Poe 0[!;t:$0Elfilli{&'a:'.5i!.J: 5 c L,"'(t,,7.Jo .7c0ViLf1, 

Alterton * ~t.J; Craigie ~~ c ;.!:~ffi,i L, k Poe ~*O) f'F{'C..,i:, i;IC 0) J: 5 fJ:lli. 

~t.J;~ G ;l1, 0 o "It was no doubt the gold rush of 1849 that set Poe 

dreaming of "El Dorado," the name given to a fabulous city long 

believed to exist in the interior of Northern South America -- goal 

of many fruitless expeditions ··· ··· Poe writes of the search for the 

golden land as the quest of human happiness in which man never 
(9) 

tires······" t:.t.::. E. H.Davidson ix-J§::vi..7cO.)~rf{'C..tJ:7.i Poe i¥/i:r.j:IV<::.tri.c 0li1 

is a poetic comment on the California gold rush; it also suggests the 

sharp contrast between the life of the imagination and the American 
(10) 

theme of success." '.'JU;%, ~*'a:'fb~;b-f~;B:0¥~ · tJ:t'.¥Hi( ,-t.::f(m;;: 0~= 

k UUi E. Wagenknect lH~tri.;: 0ci'.J0~~'l"t, Poe tr;J: gold rush 'a:' 

';J---crc L,'t{Rffll,, ik "acclimatized it (the gold rush) in terms of 
(11) 

his own created world" c.0""'"'(1.,,7.JL,, 71 Jv71/ ]-"~;ti.,0tl:t§'Hf<. V. 

(8) H. Allen, lsrafel. The U,f e and Times of Edgar Allan Poe, (New York, 

1934), P. 605 

(9) Edgar Allan Poe, Key Writings, ed. by M. Alterton and H. Craig (New 

York, 1962), P. 507 

(10) E. H. Davidson, ed. Selected Writing of Edgar Allan Poe (Boston, 1956), 

P. 497 

(11) E. Wagenknect, Edgar Allan Poe. The Man Behind the Legend (New· 

York, 1963), P. 83 

46 



Buranelli t t.;½1.,1-1 Von Kempelen and His Discovery c~tK gold 

rush K. inspire ~ ;½1., t.: 1b 0) -C- i!6 {) i:. c ~ ~:'25:E !.., t.: i!6 c, "It (El Dorado) 

meant the far-off land of gold, sometimes with overtones of philosoph-
(12) 

ical bliss; the latter is the sentiment Poe catches in his poem." ctr 

-,A.,,-C-l,,00 

.vU:.=:.;T(( c ii) i:. 0 ~'tf l'C.1iiJ1ff iJ,O) %-C- gold rush 0 ff.BJ;:~~ 0 0 IZ:.15· 1..,, -=t 

0 rnr's {'ifiiJK L, 6, ".E:t~-=t 0 tn.;;i ~rnct.Jt.t 1_,,,-¥: ~ • Ht tr iz n, i!6 0 o 7 , 1/ ;z 

0 Lauvriere .i.);Jc- 0-A -C- i!6 {) 0 1/lil"C. J:. ;½1.,t-i i:. 0 J'/j~'i "le petit poeme 

symbolique" -C- "La legere musique d'une douleur resignee y chante 
(13) 

si allegrement que la melancolie ye apparait." c symobolic poem -c· 

l.,,o f0'j C < 7 7 1/ ;z O)'.f~ Boillot 0) f,!. Jf?l'ii): 0) :iill I) -C- ii? 0 a "The main 

thought is simple, not to say somewhat slender: Eldorado cannot be 

found upon this Earth despite long and searching quest. It is only 

beyond the gates of Death that we may, -- perhaps, -- hope to 

discover it. 

As there is no rich amplification or luxuriance of ornamental 

detail, the symbol is quite easy to discern though nowhere precisely 

introduced as such and we may take it that Eldorado means happi­
(14) 

ness." 

(JI) 

(12) V. Buranelli, Edgar Allan Poe (New York, 1961), P. 107 

(13) E. Lauvriere, Edgar Poe (Paris, 1911), P. 219 

(14) F. Boillot, The ivlethodical Study of Litera!ure (Paris, 1924), P. 112 
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O)°§"~ye J: ;h,H: "upper current" c "lower current" 'a:' 1t-::> symbolical, 

suggestive t.t. i O)i: if,> 0 O)f'i-~ l, -o;gllb -Cl,, 0., 

M-0) 7 JV- :1'vi "lower current" 'a:' gold rush 0) comment i: if.> 0 c 

T0J,~,tJ,t.f~-C000 c. O)~;z.1:ifxffiJye,~.-s:.t.:J: 5 ye~G < K. Campbell~ 

~tJPcO):l&:tJJO)mulll~-cif.> 1.J. :.t0)1~0)~. *O):ey.f~*tJ•:.tnye~~'a:'~~ 1.., 

t-:iO)i:if.>o ?o .:tO)*JH.!fit:. ;f,,00)f'i Poe O):;!t~f'i.:tO):r--;,-b, "out of 

space, out of time" -CJ:jj!~ 'a:'~Jilffi l, -C 1,, 0 c 1,, ? ilFy°iffiye C. k ;t J: 5 c l, ts: 't 

O)i:, fp']IWff-\:;0)7 J. !J .iJO)tf:l*•ye1tffi.'a:'IPlft--C1,,t;:~Jfi'.~'a:'~~~L,J: 5 c-t-0 

Jre~.tJ,'.'.J}'L,if.>Gbye-c-t~tdt*-c;f,,0J: 5ye,\!;,b;h,00 :EJtye Campbell~ 

~vifp'J G@:~O)!iJIJO),jlljj~-C Eldorado vi Al Aaraaf ~ Dreamland c fp'] 
(15) 

G < "a spirit world of some sort" i: if.> 0 c Mm 'a:'~JET .::i J: 5 t.t jS ~ 'a:' l, 

-c1,, 0 O)vi, C. O)felj0f~-~,'a:'~~0 i O)i:{rttJ:.il'o 5 il'o 

•=07;v-:1'0)Nm0*W~n.:t0::x:~~~•O)~~O)~-cm-07;v­

:1'yet~0c.cn~-cif.>0c~.:tGn00 

C.0 5 'bi: Allen O)m0)~(,t.~$;L,i1,;0.0~iwi:if.>00 Y:~fJ=£0)~fWye 

fp~O){i:ti:'.0)-C. '£ ;o,J'tl.J 'a:' x!itff 0 C. c b,if.>0 0(-t.~ JEi:~ t,t.'v,b,, L,i/, 

L,Eldorado~;;1z:.PoeO)l:lll.;\'!(0jd1:~ht'a:'~~ c 6 5 c T 0 0(-t.-§filf L,f;l!~'v'o 

Al terton, Craig c Wagenknect (rt Eldorado ye ¥tm 'a:'~ J: 5 c T 0 ~ k.15 

i:, :.tO)~~lt:. Allen 0) J: 5 t.t.1fil:fi{rtt,t.v, 0 kt.:. §Jj~(ri perfect happiness 

c T 0 ~ 5 b,--f.lt;i-1:iU-Cn t.til'o 5 -/J,0 Smith 0 mn vision 0) Pl ~b,Y:'.¥­

~ c l,--C0 Poe 0) vision i:;f,,0cf.::ft'v,0--C, .:tO)P'J~'a:'if.>~G-JJ,tcl,--C 

• ::::: 0 7 ;v- :1' 0)--::> 0) t~i~ (rt Eldorado ye gold rush 0) ~ c L, --C 0) 

(15) K. Campbell, The Min,], of Poe, an,l, Other Studies (Cambridge, Mass. 

1932), P. 115 
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. 
California :a-~ -c 1.,, t.i: 1.,,,,'U'C. Jo 0 o ;: ;tl,tlt;~i5?JiE:/t!l11CM-t 0 ~~:;j~JEt.J,, -c 

;tl, c i rMJ~-t11ff~ L, c ~ -C~~IC,A;tl,t,i:t.J,"" t.:t.J,t <f.> 6 5 o 1.,, i J:.IZ:.~:fr- L, t.: 7 

7;., AO)~:~· 1.lt~"¥*0~mtl~.:t G < flfj~IC~-t 0 i 0) c }[tb;tl,00 L,t.J, 

L-. t.J,IJ :z:.1it~0m~c1::. L--c t, .:t0t.1t~ffl.:a:-~b;tt,-0 c. c1::.1Ct'it.i:Gt.i:1.,,--c:<f.> 

6 50 J:.ic=m0r:p, Lauvriere 0tl;r-"<'0W!,~,;IJ,l:.,l'i¥:f/U'!.ic v·n,Q~ 

1:.,1.,,;,j;;f,)Q O Boillot ~'.{f$t0~jjl'(.--::>t,,-Cf'l, Alterton, Craig g}r,cli5'.IC}.lt~ 

( ill) 

J.;{_t Eldorado 0;r-71Cr,m-t0!'lfi~c • .:t;tt,1z:.J¥,,tt,,-C!.lt$1Jtbt,,f.:i:.c:a:' 

3zl3""°-f.::v;, il\::/itl'C.;i;.L~:a:-~0~ L, -C ~ i:. 5 o 

i --f Eldorado t.i: -0 mrnt <f.> 0 ;v;, ;: ;tl,tl:Jc* mythical city of marvel-

lous weal th and splendor located in one of the Guianas t <f.> ""t.: ;v;, 

1948i:f: California 0 gold rush ].;{*, ;: 0 ,m 0 ~ £ c t.i: ~ k 0 tl M ;zJS 0 :im 

IJ--C<f.>-00 L,il,L, Poe n_ff,ttlH~IC~l.,,"(:-t_, k-0~jf9-r~IC--::>t,,-Cv'i indefi­

nite t~ 0 ""°- L, c 1.,, 5 m :a:-~iH~ L, -C 1.,, t.: 0 t, ;: ;: ti-'? v'i 1J -:tif!0 golden 

land on the map of a poet c ;f;t ;t_ fdg._ 5 ;v;l1!:_ t,, t Jo 6 5 o 

~ GIC1:±~-t""°-~l'i~t11; A. ljf,0 knight t<f.> 00 ;: 0 knight IC--::>t,, -C vi:. 

Boillot ~f~;v;, "the words knight and the obsolete bedight merely 
(16) 

suggest some remote, undetermined period in the middle Ages" c JzlS""°-

:a:-icct>k. knight 0 image t"6""t.:0tn.t.i: 1,,n,t~;t_00 ttGl'C.1:±§-t 

""°-~ v'i singing a song t.i: 0 - 1,:iJ t Jo -0 0 C. ;tl,v'i1:iz 0) knight 0) ,(., IZ:. :?J 0) ~ 

L- tdif<-=f c 0 ;(J .It c L, --C~i.),;tt, -c 1.,, -0 0 t ~ 6 5 i);, 5.Jlj 0 ~P)j~ i 1'iff t.i: "" -ct,, -0 

(16) F. Boillot, The Methodical Study of Literature, P. 113 
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J: 5 ~c::. t c 6 tL 0 o --:::> ;I: D ilHJ=O);~:~rc::. :t.,1,, t-C-zt 0 o Poe 0) ~E.,~IZ:.('! Ti:f~ 

vczt:b-ittfHg~'!j:a:- 5 t::.lt,, .:f:"O)d,=IIC§t < O)!JI±t\:l~O)l/i}'-'a:'*~• wander­

ing life 'a:'~-.:> tlt,f::. troubadour t zt--.:> f::.0)-C-fit..t.t.tJ,7::J 5 i:J,o 

ttt, i~Hc::.:t.,1,,--c Poe il•ilJtt]!~c~:t, ~1:'a:'-=t"O)~Bi:_l'C.~ttH'ktO) 

'it. "supernal beauty" -C-2t0 0 .::;t'L'it..{Blil• Longfellow's Ballads O)y:i~c::. 

~.--zt1t,01t0)-C-2t0il•, The Poetic Principle VC::.tlj}ji:;,i:J,l'C.l,tt,,00 :'.l> 

L, f.t. tJ,t, ';o;5 I ,E§ 1r.f@:T 00 

We have still a thirst unquenchable, to allay which he has 

not shown us the crystal springs. This thirst belongs to the 

immortality of man. It is at once a consequence and an 

indication of his perennial existence. It is the desire of the 

moth for the star. It is no mere appreciaticn of the Beauty 

before us -- but a wild effort to reach the Beauty above. 

Inspired by an ecstatic pre-science of the glories beyond the 

grave, we struggle, by multitudinous combinations among the 

things and thoughts of Time, to attain a portion of that Love­

liness whose very elements, perhaps, appertain to eternity 
(17) 

alone. 

c_O) supernal beauty, beauty above .::.:tl'!P"0<::0)~l!'C.?k:bhtt,,0 

Eldorado -C- 'it. f.t. It, 7.l'o i k "pilgrim shadow" 'it..~-C- 2t 0 i:J, 6, Over the 

mountains/Of the moon·.. lZ:. J: --.:, t Hg ff-; tt ;t'L, Valley of the Shadow of 

Death cO)~;lli0)2t0 the Valley of the Shadow f:i.P~ the other world, 

Poe 1z:.,U·U-ff-.f'§50) immortal part -C-00 soul O)fi<;'(~jO)ijij}~JZ:.@C 

R--.:,LfLR.IJC.J:;t'Lrf, Edlorado O):r-"'it..~'/Jf-.c l,tO)Poe 0) supernal 

.beauty ~#-'a:' 5 k--.:, k '!;:, oy•-c ;!o 0 c t:;ii£-;;t i:;,,tl,0 c 1,, 5 iti!i~l'C.t,t. 00 

(17) The Works of E. A. Poe ed. by R.H. Ingram Vol. 3. 
The Poetic Principle PP. 203, '4. 
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A ;f- JV c ~ 9 §~ c ;{:§t,,tl,tJ:l,.,, i, 0)-C-t.1: <, rifi.i}'Z L,q,[}9 t 0-C- 35 1J, i:: 0~'.~0 

~ffii11ii, Eldorado-f;r: Poe 0~ x. td'f0 35 9 «-@"¾:·fC jj_p L, tcj· (tLtd) 0 c 

v-c1,, 9We-C- -b 25 9o 
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