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This is a short note on the implication of nonreferential aspects of metonymy.
While the referential aspects of metonymy may be amenable to formal sematic
solution, the nonreferential or functional aspect of metonymy reveals the defect
inherent in the formal semantic approach to the description of natural language

phenomena.
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(1) a. The cat is on the doormat.

b. John is in the kitchen.

c. John killed the cat.
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(2) a. The mushroom omelet left without paying the bill.

b. Norman Mailer likes to read himself.
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(3) a. The one who had eaten the mushroom omelet left without paying the bill.

b. Norman Mailer likes to read books (written) by himself.
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b. Norman Mailer books (written) by himself
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(5) Nixon bombed Vietnam.

(6) The U.S. Air Force pilots bombed Vietnam.
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r: the US President
F. Connector,,
n: Nixon
p: pilots
Fn)=p
p bombed Vietnam.

FHFICL VBRAZEDLVBL EEZONLY, GOD L) BEE, [Fhid, ~
N P LBBOFLOTE T RGBT W A 572 &) 2 &% v
TWhEEZBND, G)i
@) FEEIERT 2 RMAL T HEE 1R T 5

LV AP I-DFIEEZHNLH, — KL OHEGEEE LT,
FIIBIABETEL EBRICENETION MOy FTHHELTH,
TOTHDEDREZIZDL ) g FZ T, BIELERARELR L
THbHEMZTVEETHY), 0L HEFHAI@D LI B A =3I —
DF =Y EARICL TV AT TH L, LI T L, G)EEHTICHhE
DEAPZI-FHWGEED T &I, GISIE R W20 EBRE 5
WERESNL L) REENDH L0 EEZONBRTHE, FLT, GBI
BUAIOLS RIENLERSE L LT, [N FLBBOFEEEZ=7
YIKBHD] LD I EEEDADLD, LW I EPEZLNLIRTH b,
2%, o0& LEFUIBRBTAEFREMEICT L L) L) LIBETA
WA B AREIHEEE LT 7 Y o OBEFELHBEICLTWARETH A
LEZONBRTHD , 2F Y. DIIPVT, T_THOEHL n, plo—HET
FABEDOTTIAY A HHEOTIELR L, QDL ) LHRHR ZET 5
CEPFHEIORRE LRI TWEDOTIREWD, EEZOLNDLRTDH
b,

Z S TKRMO NI ORPAIER SNTWEE5, 2 Y EBMmpY 7o 3



) r: the US President

F: Connector,,

n: Nixon

p: pilots

Fn)=p

p bombed Vietnam.
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