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Opportunity of Higher Education after the High Growth Periods:

Trends by Quintile Income Group of Households
| | KONDO, Hiroyuki

This paper examines opportunity of higher education after the high growth periods in Japan, using
Monbusho's  ‘College and University Student Life Surveys.” The surveys tell us that the differences by quintile
income group of households have decreased for the last quarter-century despite of a rise in expenditure on higher
education. This paradoxical picture may be resulted from changes in age-income structure of households from which
students originate. To exclude such an influence, the selectivity index was calculated based on the college-age
population, not on households, and the university enrolment ratios by quintile income group were estimated. The
findings are the followings; 1) in the 1980's when a suppressing policy for student size was applied, the differences
were decreasing due to the ceiling effect, 2) in the 1990's when Japanese economy fell on hard times, they turned for
a slight increase, and 3) now with abundant seats brought about by low demographic pressure of the college-aged, the
higher quintile groups rapidly increase their enrolments. As evidenced in these trends, the growth of Japanese higher
education does not eliminate class inequality. This consistency arises from the fact that the bulk of expenditure on
higher education is borne by parents even in a public college or university.
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