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HORIKAWA Tomoya
Abstract :

Foundation Theory Regarding “Topic” in Japanese

The discussion concerning a subject and a topic in Japanese has two or more
standpoints where a basic opinion is different. What is a fundamental character of the
particle ‘wa’ and “ga” ? How should we define the topic and the subject in a Japanese
grammar? Should two questions be any relations? It is extremely difficult to answer
this question. Is a “topic” a concept that should be discussed in the discourse, or should
treat in one sentence ? These two opinions conflict over this problem now. In this
paper, I insist tha it is necessary to discuss a Japanese topic within one sentence based
on an essential characteristic of the particle ‘wa’. The function of this particle divides
the sentence back and forth with a point in one sentence.

There were a lot of discussions that the function of this particle ‘wa’” was limited to
‘the topic presentation” or ‘the comparison” so far. However this particle has the usage
that doesn’t correspond to the two. Based on this fact, the discussion over the particle
‘wa’ and the discussion over the topic in Japanese should be discussed in another

dimensions.

Keywords : Subject, topic word, topic-comment structure, discourse
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W25, HHOMEE W) DI, RAOWERTH 5. LRRT, MTFOEZ%E [REH - A1)
HOMFEHE LTRRL7Zz01, b [1981] Th s LIS SITHMEIC [~13] (2%
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What the speaker puts first is the theme of the clause, the remainder being the ‘rheme’.
While given- new is a structure not of the clause but of the information unit, and is
realized not by sequence but by intonation, theme-rheme on the other hand is a
structure of the clause, and is realized by the sequence of element: the theme comes
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The meaning of theme is not the same of ‘given’, although the two function are often
realized by the same element, or overlapping elements-—
[Halliday 1970: 356]
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