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REVISION OF COURSE OF STUDY AND MUSIC IN ELEMENTARY/
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Haruo KUROKAMI

Course of study was revised in 1989 and will be enforced in 1993. As for music therere
three points in the revision. The first is “mastery of basics.” But it is very diffiult to
define what is basic in music. Therefore when teachers intend to make their students
master basics in music, there come some problems like what should be done, how
student’s mastery can be evaluated and so on. To solve these problems, teachers have
to define basics. For example, some junior high school defined it as prerequisites and
have short lessons specialized to learn basics. The second is “electives.” Course of study
declares that each student should select his/her tasks or subjects to some extent. This
direction leads to “individuation.” The electives has two phases. One is inner-subject
phase and the other is inter-subjects one. An example of the former is task-personalized
learning. In this students can select a task to learn. Some students learn background of
a tune and others exercise accompaniment of the tune. An example of the later is
subject-personalized learning. This one allows students to select a subject to learn.
They can select mathematics, science, gymnastics, music and so forth. In this type of
electives just students who are interested in music select it, so the content of learning
becomes higher. The third is “Creative music.” Creative music makes students express
their musical emotion freely. They hear sound around them and imitate the sound with
many ordinary things which are not musical instruments. These three directions will
change music education in Japan to some extemt. But this change will not be enough.
Course of study is expected to be more concrete.



