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The effect of a lecture by leaders from the industrial world on university students’ vocational views

Yoshiko Arar and Seiki Akal

In recent times, many universities have begun to offer career guidance to their students. However, few quantitative studies

have been conducted on the effects of this on students. Arai et al. (2007) examined how a lecture on business given by lead-

ers from the industrial world affected undergraduates’ vocational attitudes; the results showed that most of the factors that

the students considered important before the lecture were regarded as less important by them after the lecture. One possible

explanation for this is that the students discovered other factors that they had failed to consider earlieror developed more real-

istic views on vocations. This article proceeded to verify these two hypotheses. As a result, neither of the hypotheses was

supported, but the number of students who did not wish to select their vocation immediately increased. We concluded that

this was because the students realized that they needed more time to engage in various other meaningful things/activities at

university before they decided on their vocation. Moreover, the lecture had a positive effect, especially on first year students,

in terms of general education.
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