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Bl doubt 12 < kel I DWW T
—BURA ¥ ZAFGRIC BT 2B

Kt HE

1 EHA

i

ARSEHAR A F) ARFEORFITIIFEIZ B\ CHEIE doubt (ZHE < T8 i % 2
CEREaR OMBIZOVWTZDEREEL L HIWE LTWwb, FIZIZHE6
Wi (2014) @ Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English \Z & % & . B

3

¥

doubt M5EFE% "1 to think that something may not be true or that it is unlikely”
L7z b, EBHPHROHGEE L TR X ) IZHALEZET T 5,

doubt (that)
9 I doubt we’ll ever see him again.
doubt if/whether

9| You can complain, but I doubt if it’ll make any difference.

2F0, ZoOFEEZ LY TIX doubt DERIIF L TH S T £, Hi < Fedie
#ld that, B & LTHN LRV WH Y B ¥ OHHiE, if. whether DWW TNLTH
HN1GLEN) LRV HERHOEEDPTNPERVDTH 5,

Oxford English Dictionary (OED) T I3IEIZZH 5 Y. “To be uncertain
or divided in opinion about; to hesitate to believe or trust; to feel doubt about; to

call in question; to mistrust.”! & EFL 72 & |

1.2.b. With clause, introduced by whether, if, that.
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ELTRIEFVWTNOERFBTRTH L E V) T LPTHMLEV,

75, Austin (2009: 101) TIZKD 4 D DB DOV THALAIZ & o THEIK
DENHEL) B EVHIEZIZFEHFL, (1a) 25 (1d) 1220 THEH O
HEHEZ &%\ “certainty” 5 “mere uncertainty” 0 “declining scale”
LTV ERD,

(1) (a) I doubt we’ll make a profit on it.
(b) T doubt that we’ll make a profit on it.
(¢) T doubt if we’ll make a profit on it.

(d) T doubt whether we’ll make a profit on it.

L2 L. Austin (2009: 103) (ZZD D% Fieldhouse (1982: 40) @ “The idea
that the choice depends on the intention of whoever expresses the doubt, i.e.
whether he intends to confirm or disavow it, no longer stands up, though it may
have been sound once.” &) —HiZ G L. Bfidd DE I X 5 EROED
ZWHREMEIZ O WTE R L TWwWh, £72, Huddleston & Pullum (2002: 984)
b “With the verb doubt, however, it seems that the semantic distinction is not
just blurred but lost altogether” & L T that & % \21& whether D &5 5 % {9
MPTHEROZEI W EWIEL TV h,

BLIR RV O 13 Austin (2009: 103-104) 7% doubt (2 # < H2 st & D 2 1L A
1900 £ IR - DUREISHE & - 72T REE 2 /RIR L TV %5 5 Td %o Austin
(2009: 103) (2 X % & Fowler @ 1926 WML A Dictionary of Modern Eng-
lish Usage 3 & 1" Gowers 12 £ % 1968 EDTLETICIX 778 3L & BER L LIALC©
(& whether PHWHN B ETHE L TERL T2 DIZH L. 1998 4FE D
Burchfield (2 & % ZCRTAR C 13 19 HH#d O fx o0 P A 20 & 1 2 3T
whether & [F&E|Z that & 2V iZ ¥ O FAAHE L, BERIIVCTIOEED
“think it unlikely” T 5 &\ 9 F72. Austin (2009: 104) 1 EHeiT T, BEA
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2 doubt IZE Db ZEEMEZFMIENTHLAZEZA, TOBEANTT LIS
“T doubt I'll be using that word again” & & - 72Hf%. T doubt whether I’ll be
using that word again® L EFEWVABLIZEVIREBRHERLMBN LD L.
“Fowler and his fellow prescriptivists cast a long shadow!” & #ifd < { » T
5o

PlbEAs, O 7% { &b Fieldhouse (1982) D 4745 doubt 124t < 4 2
DETHAD ) HENPHCENTE LDBERIZEN 2 WITHREMEA S L @
1900 £ %38 L THW H A il ORI L L7z, bwv ) 2 e
B2 Do ZO2ODEICEDE, LT, 7 a2 TRIAMREROMAES
g, &7 a3 TIRMERREEZSE, vy vavaTREKkOELED, @
MEZED TV <

2 AT

%J\“C%KJZ‘) . BFERLEFE ORI TIE doubt (i < Hed i O H o
RERZ IEMEIILRT 2 2 LA TH 5720, BEDSLBIEIZE
i“COWFﬁ DM RE G KHE D — S A2 HWZEN LD R 2 HENITT 52 &8

KMEDOHMTH %,

#2113 Mark Davies 232l 9 2 FH X 54205 7% 5 NOW Corpus. 3 2 &5
LEENS %5 TV Corpus & H\y [ ARRMEAF +doubt (&2 TOZEALIE) |
HHEEAMRLIHERO—EHTHLE, INLDOEPOLGPALEIIIIELELD
I—/3ATH Idoubt TUHE BB, 2% 0 [— AL A +HIEERO
doubt | DN Z A HBIVEEINIZE . SNIEREEARADRE DY THSG
DEEEEEHAT D E V) HFRELZIF-oTB D2, OfEHHVIEZNIEL
72V % YVICIHFATHWONLZRHTH L5720 ThHL, TOT Lhb4MIL
F9IEHFED TV Corpus & WAL HATH 2 &I L7720 TV Corpus 2%
A O HIIAIS L b ) — DO Z 1145 1950 4£8A 5 2010 F48
WKELFTTOAZ) T hERBLTCVEETH L, BATHERZEBD,
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Fowler @ 1926 FHIKRPD A Dictionary of Modern English Usage 3 & UF Gowers
12 & % 1968 4EDYETIR TIL A L & G ST LA Tl whether 2SH W H 15
EERLTWVBDICA L. 1998 4£ 0 Burchfield 12 & A 2ZETTIZHE XL T
& whether & [A]&512 that & % Wi ¥ Ok 2832 3 2 L il NE N ZE1L
LTwh, £oT, TV Corpus & 20 ¥ 5BEICNIT TOLEEDE
WAL D) VY — AL b, 72, A Dictionary of Modern English
Usage %3 7z Fowler 314 ¥V ANTH Y., TDLET % 4T > 72 Gowers *°
Burchfield & 1 ¥ AANTH LI B4 F) ARFFICETLEE, TV
Corpus ® %) B UK/IE D55 M L7z =B, TV Corpus ORERIE3 12281F
7o & BN A, UKAE @ 1950 F AL FEEATR I 12/ E W DT 1960
FELREE RS & L7z,

LFREO#E Y, Tdoubt TUHFE ARECIILFECTEICHW LN A28, D7
OAF) ARFEOEFEZFTEOFEDH Mz, 7272, A F) ARFEOFEXFHE
\ZBJ L Tid Corpus of Historical American English (COHA) O X 9123t - 3
RIFEMNEEL CEDMALMBEDNTEL I —NADPFEEL LV Lo T,
1970 4EAXH 5 1990 FEFNHI D 7 ¥ A b % 45 72 British  National Corpus
(BNC) & BNC DO#E#ET, 2010 ER DT+ A k%5 7% % British Natinal Cor-
pus 2014 ZFIH$ 5 L & L4, HFEXFLETLREIZ formality D V> academic
prose & formality |ZHEP & % newspapers & 3 L 725,

B, FA (2008: 318) HFZLTW23E@ Y. Dixon (1991: 216). Huddle-
stone & Pullum (2002: 984). ZDMMEHOIATHIIEN T/ 5 L T AT
doubt % B)Fi & § 2 XASEEL OB 4. whether & % WL if (LW ST,
that & L < IE ¥ O EHiFASLEE SN b FEBIZ [T don’t doubt + H2 5 5
DICFHNT TV Corpus #HFE L7zE 2 A, Ffiah that TH DT — ADT59
Bl if THDHT — A1 B EEEN R El B N, T2 L b4 o
DRGITHEE LD Z E12T 5o



B3 doubt |2t < Faean |2 DWW T

=1 NOW Corpus ([Z35 |7 25EEE 32 TV Corpus |ZH T D5EE

1 I DOUBT 61211 1 I DOUBT 7008
2 WE DOUBT 5728 2 YOU DOUBT 455
3 HE DOUBTED 4445 3 I DOUBTED 266
4 HE DOUBTS 3667 4 YOU DOUBTING 75
5 YOU DOUBT 3296 5 YOU DOUBTED 65
6 THEY DOUBT 3219 6 | WE DOUBT 25
7 I DOUBTED 1691 7 WE DOUBTED 22
8 SHE DOUBTS 1087 8 I-I DOUBT 18
9 SHE DOUBTED 1086 9 HE DOUBTS 18
10 | THEY DOUBTED 943 10 | HE DOUBTED 17

3 BAAAER & o

3.1 TV Corpus (i LE¥ I —/%A) IZB1F 5 I doubt

L IZAEARIELZ T doubt 12 #5e < FEAFA Bl ORI G 2R L7260 DT T T05
FAHIERMEICEE LTV EZ v, T3, 1970 ERIT L o (5%
zero) DA TEFDEEZ HEDH TV, 1960 F4%, 1980 £ I2B WV Tid
if & whether D& EIA5 5D 2 EEA80% RIRIC K SEIZER L2, Th
EFE A (2008: 322) @ [whether 83 & O if Hio&fKI2H 3 2 & 1354 12
EA L 191, 20 HARIC 2o TE IR < 80% IZEDVTWE ] )il
BENTIF—BT KR TH L. RA (2008) 1 OED £ 77— X—Z L LT
WA 7ZOMFEI — /A2 AV Z O L B HEBIETE wads, A%l
EBOFHIIBWTH CFR L RO ML 1980 £ E THiv: 72 L E 2 5. L
ML, SO CBIZET S L. 1960 £/ TIL if O 5D 2 HEIELED 75
% whether ® Z 1L1£ 7%, 1980 X TIE EN 2N 65% & 11% TdH 5o
zero DEEDTE N 1970 FERUITB VT D if 12K D 34%., whether 13 8% T
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BHho 2FEN A% LD 1960 FALUE, if OFIEOHAHEERIZE DT
bHbo EHXDOFICIZH % Fowler (1965) TULE] % 1T o 72 Gowers 13 doubt
(ful) ®IEHET it is contrary to idiom to begin the clause that depends on these
with that instead of the usual whether” &L L. Fowler @ whether ~D > Z
b ERMERLTNED, DFTOERIL LA fNERESELL T
72DTH Do if HIOMHOWINIOVTIERA (2008: 322-323) b [HIEX
@ doubt (ZHE < if EOMIL, 19 HALA 5 20 HALIZ A TEA LM 2 IR
LTwa] EZEL. FimEoX 1 @20 #2124 72 % 55 1% whether & if
BREPICERTL: 1 ORFEEZIRL TW5, SHEOFHATIE 20 ML %D
BHETHDLI L, A= NANPHETH L LD if OHFTHF S HI2KIE
WZHEFF L 72 b D EHEM S B, if JidSh < Al FI2BF B {,

(2) The door is locked. I doubt if you can force it. (The Avengers, 1962)
(3) 1 doubt if any creatures can walk through iron shutters.
(Doctor Who, 1989)
(4)  Well, I doubt if many widowers find that an easy task.
(Arthur & George, 2015)

100%
90%

80%
70%
60% zero
50% m that
40% mif
30% m whether
20%
10% .

0%

1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2010s

1 1doubt (Z#E < EHRADERENZE(L (TV Corpus)
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WIHEH L7200 251990 SERLIED zero DEEDKERILRNTH %o
1980 4EXTid zero BWEMHIZHD B EE1L17% ThH o 72d DA, 1990 FA
121E 51%. 2000 4EALI21E 75%. 2010 FEALICIE 86% 12D DIT D, EHAED
2010 4EACTIE T doubt DRICIFIT & A L DA, zero D35 LB A AI1EET
Hbo TlE. TD zero DEFIED L) LGB T TERELI-OTH A ) D
O&EDF X5 DIE % 212 Rohdenburg (1995) O M8 3 2 # 4 14 5
(complexity principle) 23FbH > Tn5 2 & TH D, TS -HBEIIA %
WSR3 B0 5 £ 912, very much D X 9 ZEIFAAY doubt & HEIEET D
I S 8A. 1960 £, 1970 XTI zero DHBNII RO 557,
2010 I o THO T zero DHLEFBFHE B 5, 2F ). zero ~D
BATIZIE W), zero DEEEE DS LEAYIZ A 72 VIR IZ 1T very much D X 9 72 El
g4 DI A DY whether, if. that &\ o 72825650 % R S & T W72 A5, zero
DEADHELTL 5 EEMEDJFEH S 238 ) 2 T zero DHHEN I L T
Wo b EBbs, B, FA (2008: 326, 2012: 128) (% Thompson &
Mulac (1991) 2 3B\ T I think {22 W T zero 8% < A, VWb IE “epis-
temic adverb” & L THEREL TV A EWIHFEMIZE R L. I doubt 23CHIZH
N5 1659 SEDOF % 25T C 1 doubt 12 zero A%t < ¥ b [A U < epistemic 7 H
BOFEPRONDL LI L T2, EFRRZOTREEZRET L DO TIE
S, Al 7z [1 doubt + zero] O&FIBI 256 B, EHiE 25
LOILHFRILEIZ 1 doubt BHNDHUI 1D ROnShhoi, 2O L
25 HARHEFEIZ BT 1 doubt O epistemic  adverb & L T HENFEEL T
WEDPBRPIZOWTIFEELZR T2 I RETHLILDOAEZ I I TITRLT
B &2, T2 very much DI AZ 9 zero D Hfl %\ { OHhZFEIFTEB L,

(5) T doubt very much it’s fully automated. (Rumpole of the Bailey, 1983)
(6) 1 doubt very much it’s about Africa. (MI-5, 2006)
(7) T doubt very much we’re going to sell it now. (Husle, 2011)



YRMFFEE 48 5

%3 1 doubt very much (Z#i < ZEfERADERXBOEAL

1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s
whether 1 2 0 0 2 2
if 3 2 0 1 0 1
that 0 0 2 1 2 2
Zero 0 0 1 0 2 7
it 4 4 3 2 6 12

32 BNCI1994 & BNC2014 (H&F%) 128175 I doubt

212 1 doubt |2 < Befea Bl O EI A % BNC1994 @O Academic & Newspa-
per. BNC2014 @ Academic & Newspaper D IH IZ 7% L 727, ¥ 3. BNC1994
DFERH 5 BT {5 BNC1994 O written component (& 1970 4E1X725 1990
ERPNOT F A P06 255, ZOHM TIL Academic & Newspaper D \»
THOY v Y VIZBWTH if & whether DEFS70% B2 5o LA L.
if & whether DEFIEIXTE TIERE £ ), Academic Tld whether 72542
KD 47% TH 5 DIZHx L. Newspaper Tl 17% TdH V. Academic O L 9
7 formality O\ IATIE 1990 EFIH] F Tld whether 2R DK F 5 % 5
DOLIFEERTH 5722 EHPEFE S N8, 12 Newspaper Tl if DD 5
HEDHWRKELEEKDSS% ThHLH, Tzt s v a 31 TRAETV
Corpus @ 1980s @ if DEEITHTVYe K 1 0 1980s L[ 2 D 1994 News D
7 7 OFBEIZIEH 720, Newspaper HYLIREIZIT VWA % 78 L T 7z
ZEDTI B

I 2 1278 S L7z BNC2014 D #E R % W %o Academic & Newspaper &
9 % & BNC1994 O a L [/ U CMEDRICRE 22D D Do FFIZHRIL
> TV 5 DA% Academic Tl zero #517% TdH 5 DIZxf L. Newspaper Tl
zero 1£74% 1I2HE L. THIE TV Corpus @ 2000s IZILE T 2HHETH 5,
BNC2014 T b K2 & o T doubt |2t < F#tai &S 5 2> TH % 0%,
CZTHEHTRELOIE BNC1994 Tl if & whether 258G D F & TH o 7z
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DA%, BNC2014 TILZNAHS Academic Tl zero. that, if DA, Newspaper

zero & that DFERICE XD TVWDL I ETH D, FI204FEDHIZE
2BV TUL doubt 12H5E0T T whether 29 2 EDFERICEB Lo/
Z %o OED %2 —/X2 L LTHW/AZKA (2008: 322-323) (3 [doubt (2
e < if oA, 19 #4205 20 HAIC 2T TEELMTEZRL TS

LTV A, COMETERD L) ICHL PR o7z LIZZOER
MWD 2 S DOT, doubt (ZHE < #fiead D 2 200 4F OB X (IBEME. whether
—ifthat—zero LEETE LD TR RVEAL I D b HAH A, TNITET
FAMDT X Y VIZLBENDH D, Academic TEZNA L2 if & L <1
that DEFFICE TLOR T2 WDS, HEETIEREER O zero £ TITITFH
i# L. Newspaper (Z[TFEOHE CHEAIZEHo TV AT ZX 1, K2 ERLT
Wb FEBE, Newspaper 28115 zero DFWIZHFEIZE H W I ETRV D
Do T, @E, WEHOFFOE I FHEHFAOAKZHbD L LT
Complexity Principle @ 1 Bl & L TEITF SN D205, KD & 95 IZBRET 2N
WY 5L %EFELED zero DAL Ao > T2,

Tl
&
EE

[

(8) T doubt those who fought the necessary battle for women to be taken as se-
riously as men in public affairs and the workplace would regard £10 signed-and-

scented selfies of ‘ding-dongs’ as what it was all about. (2015, Daily Mail)

JABI (8) @ M L Daily Mail T, BNC2014 T & @ # ] @ subgenre %
newspapers: mass market & 7L TW5 Z &0 655005 £ 9 12 Newspaper T
$ formality 2MEWHFTH B, LA L. 2D X9 7% f11E mass market D 3 [
WZBRS %2\, (9) & The Guardian. 2 % V) newspapers: serious & 734H S L5
Newspaper 2° 5 O HBITH 525, EVWEFEIZL DD 5T doubt DdH & 12
zero DTV B,

(9) I doubt Martin Rosen and John Hubley, directors of the 1978 film version,
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wanted to scare the bejesus out of their young audience either.

(2014, The Guardian)

7272 L. BNC2014 @ Newspaper |23 > T whether 23ft < 4Bl 9 & 3 5l
T2 newspapers: serious @ subgenre IZJET 2 b D TH o7z, LTIZ 2 FlaE
T

(10) T doubt whether Amazon is driven by social conscience to preserve thou-
sands of unskilled jobs that don’t need to exist. (2015, The Times)
(11) 1 doubt whether many of the wedding guests recognised the poem.

(2014, Financial Times)

Newspaper |2 broad sheet & tabloid 7 & formality D&V d DS DA H
LDITINZ T, FEEHEMIZ D editorial, reviews. reportage 72 &AM R 5
72— KRR ES D 2 LI TE 2 WA, BNCI994 & BNC2014 % T 5
& Newspaper &K & LT zero FANOBITEZR L TWAZ LIEHL 2 TH

100%
90%
80%

70%
60% zero
50% that
40% mif
30% Hwhether
20%
10% -

0% _—

1994 Aca 1994 News 2014 Aca 2014 News

2 1doubt |[ZH#E < ERADERENZE(L (BNC1994 & BNC2014)
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4 F&®

Z F T TV Corpus & BNC (1994) - BNC2014 # W CFELEEB L O
FXERIIBVTC Idoubt IZHE BRI E ) BILL 22 RCT&E72, 7
A LEETIE, 1960 L 1980 SEAUZ BV TIL if & whether DGR H O
LEEDI80% AIRIZ RS RNTH f ODEDLZEEGEORE SIFEHTRE
T. Fowler (1926, 1965) & whether ~DHEVZ 72 ) 2R L TWAHH, [
BTOFERBIILLS if ~NERECEILL Tz, if OBHEO S 13 1990 4F
RFTHE, ZOH. 2000 £/, 2010 £ 2T TEHIZH D LT <,
ZHU b > THBEL TE 72098 zero TH 5o zero 1 2000 ELIZ 1T KD
74%., 2010 FAE1213 86% % &, BEEDBI A 1) AL TII T By 7 3
WERETWS,

RIZEXSHETDH BNCI994 O F F A b DERTH 5 1970 FEHAH 5 1990
SER W F Tld Academic & Newspaper DV ND Y v 2 WIZBWT D if
& whether DEFEDT70% 2. FFEHOF LS L FAFEOMEM %R LT
Who FELEE L B2 O FEHEIZB W T Academic Tl whether D& &

DWERDF5EL % 5, formality D\ IR TIE whether 25 L TWw7- 2
EDSEL X Ao BNC2014 T Academic & Newspaper O [ 12 #2665 0 & W 1%
5 D% 2010 FIZ BV Tl Academic T H whether XK X B L. if.
that, zero DHEA & 7% V. Newspaper Tl if, that S X% W5 L. KL
A% zero &7 o T\ b,

Dlho@lgs L os & 20 il EF2 5 21 HALRIEEIZ 2215 T 1 doubt 12
Wt < B X whether—if—that—zero DNETHITLTEB Y, SELEHEIE X
EENMLoTZOHREITE LS, MUHZIFHETD formality 255 W HiE
I ZOHEEDE, 1T 104, 20 FRHICRAZLTED LI IHERLT
WL DPBERIFENE ZAHTH 5o
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x
1 “doubt, v.". Oxford English Dictionary, Oxford University Press, July 2023, https://doi.
org/10.1093/0ED/9394628283
2 doubt DFKEERAEIZ DV TIFRA (2012: 127-128) 2B FED D %o
3 TV Corpus DHERUIT TEEOMD 6
US/CA UK /IE AU/ NZ MISC TOTAL
1950s 2,012,631 20,740 - - 2,033,371
1960s 6,728,110 2,168,841 - 5,727 8,902,678
1970s 5,717,836 3,063,468 - - 8,781,304
1980s 11,905,793 3,054,673 49,263 1,814 | 15,011,543
1990s 26,825,820 4,373,746 78,769 228,645 | 31,506,980
2000s 71,570,270 | 14,511,570 997,291 464,778 | 87,543,909
2010s | 141,039,715 | 25,959,596 4,015,203 1,406,977 [172,421,491
TOTAL [265,800,175 | 53,152,634 5,140,526 2,107,941 |326,201,276

4 Written BNC2014 O (L FELD ) (Brezina, Vaclav, Abi Hawtin and Tony
McEnery (2021: 607) X VFIH)o 7F A Mid 2010 205 2019 I2FEEEN2H D
MBI L T 5 (Brezina, Vaclav, Abi Hawtin and Tony McEnery (2021: 609)),
7% 3. British Natinal Corpus 2014 D% |2 1% # LancsBox: Lancaster University cor-
pus toolbox % FHV 72,
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Table 5: Written BNC2014 genres/registers and subgenres/subregisters.

Genre/register Subgenre/register

1. Academic prose i) arts and humanities; ii) medicine; iii) natural science;
iv) politics, law and education; v) social science; vi) tech-
nical and engineering

2. Fiction i) poetry; ii) general prose; iii) prose for children and teen-

agers; iv) science fiction and fantasy; v) crime; vi) romance
3. Newspapers (serious, mass i) arts and entertainment; ii) commerce; iii) editorial;
market and regional) iv) reportage; v) science; vi) lifestyle; vii) sports

i) arts and entertainment; ii) commerce and business;

iii) editorial; iv) reportage; v) science; vi) lifestyle; vii) sports
i) arts and entertainment; ii) commerce and business; iii)
editorial; iv) reportage; v) science; vi) lifestyle; vii) sports

6. Magazines i) lifestyle; ii) mens’ lifestyle; iii) TV and film; iv) motoring; v)
food; vi) music; vii) science and technology

7. E-language i) tweet; ii) facebook post, iii) blogpost; iv) discussion forum;
v) email; vi) SMS instant message; vii) online review

8. Other i) television script; ii) drama script; iii) Hansard; iv)

miscellaneous

5 HE4DEPSS DB K D IZ Newspapers (21E “serious” 2° 5 “mass market” F T
RIEL T2,
6 1 DOICE o B E RS T — S IETROMED .

1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s
whether 4 10 5 2 6 12
if 41 42 30 30 29 19
that 1 7 3 6 12 21
zero 9 63 8 39 137 325
a5 55 122 46 77 184 377
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7 20ILE o ZHBIEZ RS T — Z I TRED#E D o

1994 Aca 1994 News 2014 Aca 2014 News
whether 16 8 1 4
if 8 26 4 11
that 5 5 5 9
Zero 5 8 2 67
aak 34 47 12 91

8 ZAUIZEA (2008: 323) 7% Whitcut (1994: 95) %5 [H L T [whether D)7 if &
)3 formal THDERNTWVE]| L) HE—8T 5,
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