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A Hand-Writing Copy of the
Dhammavilasa Dhammathat

OHNO Toru

A Hand-Writing Copy of a law book entitled Dhammavilasa Dhamma-
that has been provided to the author, under the favor of the Librarian
of the National Library of Myanmar, during the author’s stay in Yangon
last year. The Dhammavilasa Dhammathat is said to have been one of
the earliest law book in Burma. Many scholars, stated, however, that
the original is no longer extant. The Librarian explained that the version
is preserved in a form of a Palm Leaf Manuscript which can still be seen
in the National Library of Myanmar.

A Hand-Writing Copy of that law book denotes that the Palm Leaf
Manuscript contains 96 pages in all. The author regrets to say, however,
that the Palm Leaf Manuscript itself seems to be incomplete due to the
fact that neither the writer’'s name nor the date of script can be entirely
left in the final page.

The Dhammavilasa Dhammathat contains 18 Chapters commencing with
Debts and closing Gambling. The number and the order of the titles in
that law book are substantially the same in the Hindu Code like Manu
Smriti. It seems natural, therefore, that the European scholars claimed
the Hindu origin of the Burmese Dhammathat. Almost all the provisions
stipulated in the Dhammavilasa, however, show quite different from those
in the Manu Code. Some of the European scholars pointed, therefore,
out the possibility of the modification of the Dhammavilasa by the

Buddhist Religion. One may, in fact, aware of the Buddhistic terms like



Buddha, Tipitaka and Mahosaddha used in the Dhammavilasa. The
stipulations in the Dhammavilasa can hardly found in the Buddhist
Precepts. Cautious comparisons of the stipulations between the
Dhammavilasa with the Manu Code and the Wagaru Dhammathat, which
is also regarded as one of the ancient law books in Burma, denote that
the main contents of the Dhammavilasa have interpolated gradually in
later days as the result of the change of the Burmese community, and

owed little to the Buddhist scripture.



