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Thein Pe Myint in the 1950s and
“As Sure as the Sun Rising in the East”

Midori MINAMIDA

contents
Introduction
1. Pre-publishing period 1950-53
2. On-publishing period 1953-57
3. The influence of the 1950s on the persons that figures in ficton
4. The influence of the 1950s on the persons that figures in fact

Conclusion

Thein Pe Myint (1914-78) was active both in politics and literature.
He wrote many novels which reflected his political activities and his
opinions about contempoyary problems. “As Sure as the Sun Rising in
the East”,one of the longest novels in post war Burma, was published in
1953-57. As the background of it was mainly 1938-42, Thein Pe Myint
did not seem to write contemporary problems in it. He said he wanted
to record the period, so I stated two reasons of it in my former paper
as follows.

First, he wanted to give his own reminicences of the so-called 1300
incident. Second, he regarded this period as the prepartory period of the
Japanese invasion of Burma and tried to explain why it was possible for
fascists to invade Burma so easily. (‘On Anti-Fascist Writings of Thein
Pe Myint’ “BURMA AND JAPAN” Edited by The Burma Research Group,
1987, Tokyo, P.90)
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In this paper I tried to add the third reason why he wanted to record
it. At first I pointed out some features of his concerns through his works
written in 1950-57, for in some of his essays he said that he started to
write 1t in 1950. I found that his greatest concern at that period was a
cease fire, peace and unity of left wings. Then I made research on the
influence of the 1950s in the novel through persons that figures in both
fiction and fact.

Consequently, the third reason why he wanted to record that period
was that he tried to insist on the glory of anti-colonialism and anti-
fascism resistence. He tried to give Burmese in the 1950s a lesson from
the unity of the left wings in 1938-42, for it was almost impossible to
restore the unity in the 1950s. Although this novel does not seem to have
any concern with the 1950s Burma,it reflected author’s political activities

and his opinion on the contemporary problems truely.
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