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A NOTE ON HISTORY OF NATIOANL
ANTHEM OF THAILAND

— AN EXPRESSION OF NATION BUILDING—

Osamu Akagi

The aim of this short paper is to describe a history of national anthem
of Thailand, one of the unique states in Southeast Asia. Because the
national anthem has a close correlation with every stage of modern state
building.

The People’s Party Revolution in 1932 was a big turning point for a
history of national anthem in Thailand. All the four Thai national anthems
before 1932 such as God Save The Queen and so on sang only the King’s
eternal glory. Even though we could find a young sprout of nation
consciousness in them, the view on nation that ranked king and people
up and down were presupposed. The fact that the melody of God Save
The Queen had been used as national anthem for about 20 years means
the weakness or incompleteness of nation consciuous at that age.

In case of the new national anthem that was made directly after 1932
by the People’s Party, its melody was western style and its text did not
refer to the king at all. After much meandering the definitive version
was officially proclaimed in the form of the cultural edicts called
Ratthaniyom in Thai in 1939. The 1939 version was a result of the
decision that prefered Thailand to Siam as the official state name. It
was the first time for Thailand to consider seriously the discrepancy
between the state name and the name of nation or language. The 1939

national anthem was a good mirror of the Thai nation building " policy
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under Phibunsogkhram’'s strong leadership.
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