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Thailand : Political Development
observed from the Provinces
— Centralization, Chao Pho (God Father) and
Two Steps Democratization —

Osamu AKAGI

We have been accustomed to understand Thai politics through

the process of the power struggles among the army, bureaucrats, political



party and the mass political movements only in the area of Bangkok, the
capital of Thailand. If we place the power struggles by a coups d’etat
within the circle of army and bureaucrats on the same level with the
Royal family and the political claims from the students and the labour,
we could describe the Thai political history after the Revolution of
People’s Party in 1932. We have been able to regard the center, Bangkok,
as the sole master of political stage.

The unprecedented economic development in the 1980’s, especially
the latter half of it, has the strong impact on the change of this
centralized political stage. The political arena is extending to the provinces
and many country people began to play their political roles. Now it is
hardly possible to describe Thai politics without referring to the political
movements in the provinces. The provinces used in this paper mean the
intermediate cities, that is, the local cities which have a prefectual or
district office. The political movements in the provinces began to exert an
essential influence upon the central politics.

The socio-political study on Thailand in the past had the
tendencyto concentrate on the problem of capital city or village and the
mutual relationship among them. But now, I say, it is very important to
changeour view points from the alternative of top or bottom level to the
intermediate social level.

In this paper I try to foresee the political development of
Thailand whether she may succeed in democratizing herself or not by
observing the new political phenomena in the provinces.

Firstly, I point out the historical position of the provinces in
Thailand. Secondly, I describe the present local changing situations as an
influence of miracle economic development in recent years. Chao Pho (God
Father), the newly local political leader, is payed much attention to by

taking the case study of the Eastern part or Chonburi district. According



to the arguments about Chao Pho, finally, I insist that Thailand would be
required to take two important steps in order to gain the democracy. I
think the first step, ‘institutional democratization’, is not so difficult to
climb up, but the second one which I call ‘cultural democratization’

probably become an obstacle aginst the political development of Thailand.
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