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Ramayana Legends prevailed in Sutheast Asia

OHNO Toru

It is widely known that the Rama saga, originated in ancient India,
spreads from the centre of India not only to the circumference of Indian
sub-continent but also to the Southeast Asian countries. The content of
the Ramayana versions of Southeast Asian areas, however, differs with
that of the Sanskrit version written by Valmiki. It is therefore essential
for us to know precisely the content of each legend and the main features
if we desire to know the similarities and the divergencies between the
Sanskrit version and the vernacukar versions of Ramayana found in
Southeast Asian region.

The Rama legend is known in Indonesia as Ramayana Kakawin. It is
said to have been written by Yogisvara in the 10th or 11th Century A.D.
The structure of the Ramayana Kakawin is fundamentally similar to
that of the Valmiki’s version in Sanskrit. The final chapter called Uttara
Kanda lacks entirely in the Kakawin.

The content of the Serat Kanda, another recension of Ramayana found

in Java, is quite peculiar. A summary of the Serat Kanda has appeared



in Stutterheim’s “Rama-legenden und Rama-relief in Indonesien.” Neither
the Valmiki’'s version in Sanskrit nor Ramayana Kakawin seems to have
been identical for the most part with the Serat Kanda. The legend
commences with the account of Nabi Adam of Mekah and his decendants.
There can be seen several Islamic modifications in it. A great flood and
Ark of Nuh are also to be described in the Serat Kanda.

The Ramanaya in Malaysia is known by the title Hikayat Seri Rama.
It is reported that the Hikayat Seri Rama has probably been originated
either from Indonesia or from Southern India. Malayan version introduced
by Shellabear commences with the lineage of Ravana, who is regarded a
monster with ten heads and twenty arms. He obtained sovereignty of
four worlds, the earth, the heaven, the underworld and the sea, as the
result of the ascetic practices, hanging head downward over a fire during
the whole night. It is noteworthy that the Prince Rama’s mother and
Ravana’s wife are King Dasaratha’s queen Mandoodari and her prototype
(replica) . It is interest to note that Prince Rama and his consort Sita
are related each other as an elder brother and a younger sister. So far
as their marriage is concerned, it may be called consanguineous.

The content of Hikayat Maha Raja Ravana is on the whole identical
with that of Hikayat Seri Rama. Ravana got his sovereignty over four
worlds in the same way like that of Hikayat Seri Rama. King Dasaratha’s
queen Mandoodari was found in a bamboo bush in a process of clearing
away jungles for the foundation of a new capital. She created her replica
from the slough of her body when she was demanded by Ravana. Sita’s
father is not Ravana but King Dasaratha. She was born as a daughter
of Mandoosari’s replica. Her stepfather Rsi Kala decided to give her to
anyone who will be able to shoot through forty palm trees with an
arrow. Rama and Sita become monkeys once when they submerged

themselves into a lake of clear water and returnrd humans again when



they were immersed into a lake of muddy water.

Both names of the main characters and esisodes described in a Malayan
fairy tale introduced by Maxwell and Winsted differ those of Hikayat
Seri Rama. A hero is not Prince Rama, but a monkey named Kra Kechil
(Hanuman), who was born as a child between Seri Rama and Sakutum
Bunga (Sita). It is also noteworthy that Kra Kechil is in the monkey
shape in the daytime and appears in a human shape by taking off his
monkey skin in the nights.

It is reported that a condensed version of Rama saga was discovered
in the lake Lanao area in Mindanao island. The title of this Rama legend
is called Maharadia Lawana. It is apprent that the chief character of
the Rama legend in the Philippines is not the Prince Rama (Radia
Mangandiri), but Radia Rawana who has eight heads instead of ten
heads. Reader’s attention will be called upon a number of episodes quite
peculiar to this legend. Princess Malaila Tihaia (Sita) is given in marriage
to anyone who can be able to kick a rattan ball to the pent-house where
the princess lives. It is impossible to find out any particular motive for
the abduction of Malaila Ganding Tihaia by Maharadia Lawana. As regards
the supernatural power of Maharadia Lawana, he obtained as a result of
his ascetic practices hanging himself upside down upon a fire.

A great deal of peculiar motives and Episodes can be seen in the Rama
legends of Southeast Asia. It is uncertain whether the characteristics
found in the Rama sagas in Southeast Asia were derived directly or

indirestly from Ramayama legends in Southern India or not.



