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Between Fact and Fiction
—Thein Pe Myint’s Two Long Novels in the 1960s—

Midori MINAMIDA

Thein Pe Myint didn’t write long novels for more than ten years after
completing “As Sure as the Sun Rising in the East” in 1957, one of the
longest novels post-war Burma. After such a long vacuum, he wrote
“Thi Da Pyoung” in 1967-68 and “The Sea Travellers and Pearl Queen”
in 1969. Though these two novels adopt the first person narrators like
“As Sure as the sun Rising in the East”, their contents differ much
from it. The greatest difference is that the author less appeal the
contemporary political problem in them than in his former one.

One of the moments is thought that he established Botahtaung News-
paper in 1958 and started to write the social and political problems
directly for it. There seems to be every indication that he preferred
writing non-fictions to fictions, for the former is more effective and
direct means of appealing his views.

This paper is a sequel of my former one, “Thein Pe Myint in the 1950s

"

and 'As Sure as the Sun Rising in the East’”. In this paper I examine
his works written in 1958-68 and consider the problems of these two long
novels. The contents are as follows.

Introduction

1. Thein Pe Myint’s view of Burmese society in 1958-68

2. Thein Pe Myint's view of Burmése literature in 1958-68

3. The features of “Thi Da Pyourg”
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4. Some problems of critiques and refutation on “Thi Da Pyoung”
5. Thein Pe Myint's accounts of travels and “The Sea Travellers and
Pear] Queen”

Conclusion
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